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COVER PHOTO: The pavilion re-roofing has now been completed. Virtually all the 

work was done in two days by Peter and Clive, a magnificent feat - and it certainly im-

proves the look of the pavilion, as well as hopefully it's watertight properties. 

 

Photos in this newsletter by TED MASON and DICK HEWETT. 
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Contributions of news stories, 

and particularly photographs 

are always welcome from 

readers. Please forward to 

Danny Scroggins. 

 

If you have received a 

monochrome copy of this 

newsletter through the post, 

but actually have access to 

email, please let us know and it 

will save the costs of 

photocopying and postage by 

sending future editions by 

email.  There is a full colour 

version on the website. 
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Peter Chatfield 

 

Welcome to our new look newsletter. After 41 issues, our 

President Dick Hewett has finally been able to retire from his 

duties as editor of The Signal.  In connection with this, can I extend 

a warm welcome back to Danny Scroggins. Danny was well known 

around the site a few years back and is now involved with the 

Gloucestershire & Warwarkshire Steam Railway. You might know 

that he was a key player in saving Exminster Signal Box, which I‘m very pleased to say is 

now being restored at the GWSR. Danny has inherited the role of editor of the 

newsletter from Dick: many thanks, Danny, and good to have you on board.  

 
The biggest change you'll notice in recent months is, not only further development of 

the site works and landscaping, but the re-paint of the signal box. I'm delighted to 

report that the repair work to the box - dealing with the problems we had of water 

ingress and timber decay - are now complete and the box looks superb in Southern 

'cream and green', complete with name plate. Many thanks especially to Ted, Clive and 

Rod for this splendid achievement - it was more than worthwhile and really contributes 

to the authentic atmosphere, not to mention our own nostalgia.... 

 

We have also had our AGM and I would like to thank all of you who attended and 

contributed. We were pleased to welcome Mike Curtis, Deputy Mayor of Romsey, 

who made a number of observations on publicity. In the absence of a 'lead' in this area, 

Dick and myself are looking at the suggestions made by Mike and others, and we will 

take some proposals to the Friends' Committee. 

 

Also since the last newsletter, the S&T (Signalling and Telecommunications) Group 

have met and have been busy working on installation of the lever locks. These are 

linked to the block instruments and prevent the last signal being pulled 'off' if the signal 

box ahead has not given permission for this. (No doubt many of you will provide a far 

more technical description of this process, but I won't blind everyone else with 

'science'!)  

 

We have been fortunate to acquire some extra signalling and permanent way artefacts 

recently. Some will be connected to the lever frame, others will be displayed in a new 

presentation area beyond the Visitor Centre with descriptions of their function. This 

does include some telephones and communication between the signal box and Visitor 

Centre is planned, not least to ensure the timely provision of tea! 

 

In July we had a group visit from Stan Streather and local folks from his community. We 

also had an operating day for members. We will have further operating days in 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

November (younger members) and in January (adult members and their friends): to all 

our friends at the Mid-Hants and Swanage Railways, you are warmly invited to the 

January event, which I am planning to resurrect as an annual bash. We will also invite 

friends from other railway organisations: watch this space! 

 

Our big event for this year is now on the horizon, the Heritage Open Days in 

September, and on other pages you'll find full details. All Friends and their friends are 

cordially invited - may I say again, do come down to the site to see the newly repainted 

signal box - I don't think you'll be disappointed. Please note also that St Albans South 

Signal Box officially opens in September. See their website www.sigbox.co.uk  for 

further details. 

 

I'm so sorry, space precludes mentioning everything I'd like to mention and thanks by 

person. As always, thank you all so much for your continued interest and involvement 

which truly makes Romsey a 'living' signal box. 

 

 
SWINE FLU: The Friends are very aware of the precautions which are 
being promulgated to prevent the spread of any swine flu 
pandemic.  Advice from the professional railway industry is being 
followed.  As far as members are concerned, obviously your attendance 
at the signal box 
would be very 
welcome whilst you 
are in good health; 
however, if you have 
any suspicion that 
you may have swine 
flu, please reconsider 
coming to see us.  It 
will help to avoid 
spreading amongst 
members and visitors 
a l i k e .   Y o u r 
understanding is 
appreciated. 

NOTICE 
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Mike Walshaw 

 

The S&T Working Party has continued to meet at roughly 4-monthly intervals. The 

equipment seems to be functioning pretty reliably and routine faults are being dealt 

with.  Design faults in the single line controls are being investigated and eliminated so 

that they operate correctly.  

 

Our collection of electric lever locks has been examined with a view to installing three 

of them to provide the essential prototypical locking between the section signals and 

the block, which is so far missing. However, we shall ensure that this will not 

compromise the simple use of the frame by children.  

 

The team plans to get more outdoor signals linked to the frame, notably colour-light 

draw-ahead signal no.19 and shunt signal no.23.  

 

Electric Lever Locks and Circuit Controllers. 

 

The S&T WP had been asked to make a recommendation on lever locks and circuit 

controllers to the Friends‘ committee. The WP agreed that lever locks should be fitted 

to section signal levers 3, 13 and 17, together a circuit controller on Lever 19 to 

control the position-light draw Ahead signal, recently fitted to no.3 signal post. The WP 

examined the collection of lever locks and circuit controllers and selected the most 

suitable units after testing them. Clive has demonstrated that he can adapt the drop rod 

that we have in store to connect them up to these units, having already achieved this 

with lever 19. Lever locks are now in place behind levers 3, 13, and 17, though not yet 

connected up. 

 

Since we acquired our lever locks and circuit controllers at no cost, the WP agreed to 

recommend to the Friends‘ Committee that the items that we do not require be 

offered to the Epping-Ongar Railway free of charge, but hopefully in part-exchange for 

the following items: 

 

- A block-shelf signal repeater for signal 5. 

- A signal-wire wheel for use in connecting up demonstration shunt signal 23.  

- A point-rodding crank for use in connecting up the demonstration point rodding 

compensator. 

 

The S&T WP‘s conclusions were passed to Peter Chatfield and he decided, on behalf of 

the Friends‘ committee, to adopt them. He then offered the unwanted lever locks and 

circuit controllers to Simon Hanney, Signals Engineer of the Epping-Ongar Railway, free 

SIGNAL & TELEGRAPH 
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of charge, in return for a donation of a nominal £100 and a new electric drill, together 

with a ‗wish list‘ of the items listed above plus some signal wire rope. Simon Hanney 

gratefully accepted this offer and, with the Chairman's permission, the items were 

removed to the Epping-Ongar Railway.  

 

The Outdoor Signals. 

 

The S&T WP had been asked by Peter to advise on the outdoor signals and issued a 

position paper on this. Briefly, the S&T WP recommends that the arm of signal no.5 on 

the rail-built post be moved to the other side of the post so as to face the ‗box and 

that a lamp case be fitted to it, and also that the colour-light signal no.19 be also moved 

to the other side of the lattice iron post to correctly face the same way as the arm 

above it. 

 

However, the S&T WP considered that a better long-term option would be to 

exchange the designations and lever connections of signals 3 and 5, thus: Call the arm 

on the rail-built post signal 3 and put signal 19 underneath it, with both signals facing 

the box. Call the present signal on the lattice post signal 5. This signal could then 

become the ‗demonstration signal‘. 

 

Circuit Diagrams. 

 

A full set of S&T circuit diagrams is now kept in the cupboard on the rear wall of the 

operating floor.  

 

Next Meetings. 

 

The next two S&T WPs will be held on Saturdays 5 September and 3 October 2009, 

when work will concentrate on setting up the lever locks. These WP sessions are open 

to any member of the Friends – we always welcome new recruits. The more people 

who understand the S&T equipment, the more likely it is that the occasional fault that 

develops on open days can be fixed immediately. 

 

If you would like to help the S&T gang occasionally (or regularly!), please contact Mike 

Walshaw, contact details inside front cover. 

 

 

SIGNAL & TELEGRAPH 
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Dick Hewett 

 

Are you busy over the weekend of 12th/13th September?  If you could spare any time 

to come to Romsey, we'd be delighted to see you.  Especially if you fancied spending a 

couple of hours or more operating the box. 

 

We shall be open to the public from 10am until 6pm both days as part of Heritage 

Open Days.  Ideally we need at least four members available at any one time to enable 

us to give comprehensive demonstrations of the signal box in operation.  Neil Kearns 

has developed several variations on a timetable, ranging from the very simple to the 

much more complex: we can operate whatever suits us and the visitors at the time. 

 

We'd be delighted to see as many members there over the weekend as possible, 

operating or not! 

 

As was discussed at the AGM, publicity is a target area of development for the Friends, so if 

you would like to help at the Heritage Open Days, in any way, small or large, please let Dick 

Hewett know as soon as possible, so he can prepare a roster for the weekend. Contact details 

inside front cover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: 

New roofing 

being applied 

to the pavilion 

to make it 

water-tight and 

secure. 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 
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Annual General Meeting  
Friends of Romsey Signal Box 
 
Held at Romsey Signal Box, Sunday 7th June 2009. 
 
The meeting opened at 1600. Peter Chatfield, chairman welcomed the members 
and thanked them for attending.  Attendees - Steve Hailes, George Cooper, 
Jamie Brooker, George Streather, Dickson Cossar, Stuart Jones, Peter 
Chatfield, Mike Curtis, Paul Hamilton, Roger Pleasant, Clive Millward, Joan 
Edwards, Gavin Brooker, Stan Streather, Lillian Streather, Michael Dodwell, Ted 
Mason, Rod Hoyle and Neil Kearn. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from - Dick Hewett, John Read, 
Mike Walshaw, Chris Ridout, Ken Hale, Andy Moody, Bill Tyndall, Richard 
Courage, David Stonor and Garth Long. 
 
2. ACCEPTANCE OF RECORD OF AGM 2008 published in the December 2008 
edition of “The Signal” (No. 40). 
 
A correction of the “Apologies for Absence” was tendered by Dick Hewett (with 
apologies) and should have read - Christopher King-Smith, Andy Moody, 
Richard Courage, David Stonor, Bill Tyndall, Mervyn Burston, Stan Streather, 
Stuart Jones, Simon Cooper, Bob Hailes, Michelle & Torin Rosindell. 
The minutes of the 2008 AGM were then accepted by the meeting. 
 
3.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  (Peter Chatfield) 
Peter started by reviewing by the events of the last year of the Friends of 
Romsey Signal Box. 
 
The Visitor Centre (pavilion) was opened on the Saturday 12th July 2008 by the 
mayors of Romsey Town and Test Valley Borough Council. This coincided with 
the second weekend of the Romsey Arts Festival. There was a variety of guests 
including Audrey Gebbie and Eric Romaine who were instrumental in the initial 
saving of the signal box and Ron Bevan who was one of the final signalmen to 
operate the Signal Box before it closed in 1982. Operation of the Signal box was 
largely undertaken by the younger members. This was appropriate since a major 
theme of the Arts Festival was the involvement of young people in the culture of 
the town. 
 
The Signal Box was opened as part of the Heritage weekend on 12th & 13th 

AGM MINUTES 
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September as part of 
the national Heritage 
weekend open days 
organisation. 
 
In November a Young 
Members’ Operating 
Day was organised to 
allow operation of the 
signal box without 
explanations to public 
visitors. 
 
The Wessex Transport 
Group visited the signal 
box on our February 
open day using their 
own preserved single-
deck bus. 
 
During the last year the 
school buildings have 
been demolished. Dick 
Hewett and Ted Mason 
have ensured the 
continuity of water and 
e lectr ica l  services 
during the demolition of 
t h e  s c h o o l  a n d 
maintained close liaison 
with Hampshire County 
Council who still own 
the site.  
 
Contact has been made with Robert Grime of the Romsey and District Society 
and hopefully this will lead to closer links between the project and the town. 
 
Peter gave his thanks to all the active volunteers who have worked on this 
unique project over the last year either operating or on site maintenance. Peter 
made special mention of Clive Millward for his many hours work on the site.  

AGM MINUTES 

Councillor Mike Curtis at Rod Hoyle looks over 

the massive progress made on the site in the last 

year. 
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The S&T group has continued their 
regular working parties over the last 
year and they were thanked for 
their efforts. Their work has now 
m o v e d  f r o m  r e p a i r  a n d 
maintenance to 
enhancement of the signalling 
equipment. 
 
Alan Johnson has progressed with 
the development of the portable 
signal box “Cowley Br idge 
Junction”. 
 
Thanks need to be recorded for the 
work done by Ted Mason and 
Frank Akerman for funding and 
support provided by Romsey 
Historic Buildings Trust. 
 
Last but not least thanks were 
recorded for the work done by Dick 
Hewett who is still in the forefront of 
the project despite his attempts to 
take a lower profile. 
 
The last year was very good and 
the next year could be even better 
with the current commitment of the 
membership. 
 
4. FINANCIAL REPORT (Neil Kearns on behalf of Dick Hewett) 
 
Copies of the un-audited accounts were circulated at the meeting. These 
accounts (and the supporting paperwork) will be audited by the Trust’s auditors. 
They will be incorporated into the Trust’s own accounts for presentation at their 
AGM in November. 
 
There has been very little change in the overall long term balance. 

AGM MINUTES 

Rod Hoyle keeps the former school 

grounds looking tidy. The route 

through the old school is our visitors’ 

first impression, so it’s in our interest 

to keep it looking presentable. 
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The Trust have 
not yet requested 
a payment for 
c o n t e n t s 
i n s u r a n c e 
d e s p i t e 
reminders. The 
Friends may 
receive a large 
bill for this in the 
2 0 0 9 / 2 0 1 0 
financial year. 
 
£736.40 was 
paid for water 
consumed in 
2008/2009. Most 
of this will be 
reimbursed by 
Hampshire CC in 
2009/2010 due 
to a water leak 
caused during the demolition of the school buildings. 
 
There has been a good level of donations at the regular open days and special 
events. This was balanced by payments for sheds and turf. 
 
The negative figure in the petty cash was only for a few days but occurred at the 
end of the financial year. 
 
Capital expenditure on the buildings such as repainting the signal box are the 
responsibility of the Trust. 
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT  (Neil Kearns) 
 
We have gained 8 new members since the last AGM. The Friends of Romsey 
Signal Box now has 49 members with 20 members still to renew their 
membership for 2009. Overall the membership figures are looking healthy. 
 

AGM MINUTES 

The Friends’ AGM outside the signal box reflect on a 

very successful year, and discuss robust plans for further 

progress in the coming year. 
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5. SIGNAL & TELEGRAPH REPORT (Steve Hailes) 
 
Steve Hailes presented the report from Mike Walshaw. 
 
The S&T Working Party has continued to meet at roughly three-monthly 
intervals. The equipment seems to be functioning reliably and the commonest 
faults are bulbs burning out or loosing contact in their holders. The wiring within 
the simulator sometimes comes adrift, but the micro switches give little trouble. 
A signal repeater for no.18 has been installed on the block shelf. The telephone 
concentrator has been provided with a new power supply and has been hooked 
up to 2 phones by the simulator.  Design faults on the single line controls are 
being investigated and gradually eliminated. The connection of electric lever 
locks have been examined with a view to installing three of them to provide 
essential prototypical locking between the section signals and the block. 
However we shall ensure that this will not compromise the simple use of the 
frame by children. The team plans to get more outdoor signals linked to the 
frame. The next S&T WP is scheduled for 20th June. 
 
Peter thanked Mike, Steve and all the members of the S&T group for their 
continued hard work behind the scenes to improve the signal box equipment. 
 
6. SITE DEVELOPMENT 
 
Clive summarised the next stages in the development of the site. 
 
• Signal 3 to be turned through 180 degrees on its post so the red and green 
spectacle plates can be seen by visitors from the signal box. The S&T group 
would be involved with this change. 
• The timber has been obtained for the reconstruction of the platelayers trolley. 
This is a project for the junior members. 
• Cranks and pulleys will be obtained from the Swanage Railway for connection 
of further signals to the frame. 
• The larger shed needs to be floored with concrete slabs to give more storage 
space. 
• The level crossing surface needs to be repaired as a matter of urgency. (Post 
meeting note - work should start on this on 25 July working day.) 
• 280 concrete slabs are still available around the school site.  
• Joan was thanked for arranging the buffet. 
 
Peter thanked Clive and his helpers for all their efforts on improving the site over 
the last year. 

AGM MINUTES 
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7. YOUNGER MEMBERS REVIEW 
 
Many of their activities have been 
mentioned in other sections. The 
younger members elected their 
spokesman for next year, Jamie 
Brooker, with George Cooper as his 
deputy. Their priorities for the next 
year will be the reconstruction of the 
gangers trolley and improving their 
knowledge of operations of the 
signal box. 
 
All those present agreed with 
Peters’ comment that it was good to 
have such active young members. 
 
8 .  E L E C T I O N  O F  T H E 
COMMITTEE. 
 
The entire committee was prepared 
to stand for another year. Their 
appointment was proposed by 
Steve Hailes and seconded by Mike 
Curtis. 
 

9. DIARY DATES 2009-2010 
 
Peter summarised the forthcoming events for the next year. 
 
Monthly open days (1000 to 1600) will continue on the first Sunday of each 
month, with the exception of Sunday 3rd January 2010. 
 
Demonstrations workshop: 28 June. The times are yet to be finalised, but will 
probably be from 1300. The aim is to learn from each other and produce 
common guide lines and reminders for volunteers explaining the signal box 
operation to visitors. In the discussion around this item a suggestion was made 
to create a “crib sheet” of frequently asked questions and answers to bridge 
gaps in individual members’ knowledge of the history of the signal box. 

AGM MINUTES 

The future of the Project: there is 

now a very active group of younger 

Friends getting involved at the signal 

box.  
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(Postcript. This event was held and Geraint, Jamie and Neil join Dick and Peter 
as our qualified demonstrators.) 
 
Adult operating day: 25th July 2009. This day will be specifically for adult 
members operating the signal box to a realistic timetable. Roger Pleasant will 
roster the participants. Neil Kearns is developing the timetable. In parallel with 
this event, there will be a site working day (excluding S&T) which Clive Millward 
will co-ordinate. 
 
Heritage weekend: 12th & 13th September. The operation of the Signal Box 
demonstrations will be led by the younger members. (Post meeting note - a 
basic timetable is being produced by Neil Kearns for the periods with a high 
number of visitors.) Mike Curtis was thanked for arranging for the Town Mayor to 
visit the event. He also commented that if requested quickly, there would be a 
strong possibility of the Test Valley Mayor also being able to visit over the 
weekend. 
 
Junior operating day. This will take place on a date to be decided in November. 
 
10. ACTION LIST 
 
This item overlapped 
the discussions which 
occurred under the 
next item. Items which 
remained outside that 
d i s c u s s i o n  a r e 
minuted here. 
 
Pavillion Roof. Ted 
Mason relayed the 
latest position to the 
meeting. There had 
been some doubt 
within the Building 
Trus t  over  the 
suitability of “Coroline” 
corrugated bitumen 
sheeting. The Trust 

AGM MINUTES 

A general view of the site at Romsey. What an 

amazing transformation in the last few years. 

(Note Pavillion now has metal roof) 
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then sought tenders for re-roofing the 
pavillion with steel sheeting to reduce 
the fire risk and the price quoted was 
£3195. Ted checked with the Fire 
Brigade and they don’t perceive 
“coroline” sheeting to be a particular 
fire risk on a timber building. 
Therefore it is back to the initial plan 
of the Friends fitting the new roofing 
which will be funded by the Building 
Trust. 
 
Signal Box Painting. A new painter 
was going to start work in the Signal 
Box on 8th June Ted informed the 
meeting. 
 
Peter quickly reviewed other actions to be taken forward S&T developments, 
Level Crossing repairs and publicity to highlight the unique nature of Romsey 
Signal Box. 
 
(Postcript. The signal box painting is now complete with 2 superb 'Romsey' signs 
by Rod Hoyle. The Visitor Centre roof has now been replaced with Coroline 
sheeting. ) 
 
11. PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT 
 
Peter drew attention to the statement which Dick had published in the April 2009 
edition of “The Signal”.  The main element of his article was the lack of local 
volunteers and support for the project from the wider community. Dick has 
already started discussions with Robert Grimes of the Romsey & District Society 
to address these issues. 
 
Mike Curtis who is Deputy Mayor of Romsey Town, as well as being a member 
of the Friends, then presented a few thoughts on raising the profile of the project 
in the local community. 
 
Grants. Mike Curtis urged us to put in a grant application (each year) to the 
Town Council. (Clive had mentioned we wanted a new Romsey heraldic sign 
and additional road signs.) Mike said we may not get full grant but it is well worth 
trying. 

AGM MINUTES 

Part of the Romsey Heraldic Sign the 

Friends propose to renew. 
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Grants Actions:  Rod Hoyle to value the heraldic sign. Mike to check permission 
to display a heraldic sign. Peter to liaise with Dick re grant applications (suggest 
28 June). 
  
 
Publicity. Mike Curtis offered the following suggestions re publicity: 
- leaflets/posters (a) in pubs, hotels, guest houses, (b) in tourist centres, (c) at 
Romsey station, (d) at heritage railways (mutual advertising) 
- advertising in local (Hants) papers 
- an advertising board by the site facing the railway 
- heritage bus/coach journey and signal box visit combined events 
- reduced fare combined rail/visit tickets (does not currently apply as we don't 
charge). 
  
Jamie Brooker suggested local radio station advertising. 
  
Steve Hailes suggested brown 'tourist' road signs. There was some discussion 
on this and it was suggested that some attractions had brown signs despite 
being open infrequently. 
  
Stan Streather suggested development of the website could help. He is willing to 
supervise George Cooper to involve younger members re this. 
  
Peter noted that Dick has previously lead on publicity but as he is now taking 
more of a back seat this leaves a gap. Peter asked if anyone present was 
interested in taking a lead on publicity (per se), however there was no-one. It 
was then noted that publicity can be sub-divided into different pieces of work 
which could make it more manageable re time/capacity to do. It was noted that 
we may be unable to take forward all of the suggestions, but the committee will 
review this. Peter thanked Mike for highlighting this matter which is something 
that needs further attention. 
  
Publicity Actions: Peter to arrange either (a) committee meeting to take forward 
publicity or if this is not possible within next month or so (b) email 
correspondence. The committee will gather info submitted and facilitate taking 
forward. Peter has offered to step forward in a limited way to identify some 
publicity work which can be done from a distance. 
  
 
 

AGM MINUTES 
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12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Thanks were expressed by the meeting to Peter for chairing the meeting. 
 
13. DATE OF NEXT AGM 
 
6th June 2010. Agenda and time to be advised in the Spring 2010 edition of 
“The Signal”.  The meeting  closed at 1730. 

AGM MINUTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMART: 

R e p a i n t i n g 

the signal 

box: Before 

(right) and 

after (below).  

 

 

Notice also the 

height of the grass, 

and all the other 

furniture that 

m a k e s  t h e 

experience for the 

v i s i t o r  m o r e 

enjoyable... And 

that’s before even 

mentioning the 

pavilion! 
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We are delighted to have been given a supply of greetings cards featuring a superb 

painting of Romsey signal box with 92203 Black Prince passing.  These are on sale at 

the box for £2 each.   The picture on the card is reproduced here but obviously the 

actual cards have a much 

better quality image.  We 

hope members will agree 

these are well worth 

purchasing and we look 

forward to raising valuable 

funds through copious 

sales.  We will consider 

mail order with post and 

packing added.  Contact 

Dick Hewett. 

 

 

 

 

A reminder that we still have plenty of sweatshirts (£14), polo shirts (£12.50) and T-

shirts (£8).  These are always available on open days and other special events. 

 

It would be great if EVERYONE present as ―staff‖ on open days and operating events 

were wearing some articles of Romsey Signal Box clothing.  Please consider making the 

investment.  Credit facilities are available at zero interest! 

 

 

Our President Dick Hewett has agreed to take on the role of Publicity Officer, a role 

he has been fulfilling on an unofficial basis for as long as the project has been going, but 

now on a formal basis.  The role will focus on essential publicity, primarily within the 

Romsey area through the local press and magazines.  Any publicity which members feel 

should be initiated further afield will require their input, i.e. in general terms, if a 

member suggests some publicity, they will themselves be expected to take it forward, 

albeit with the blessing of the committee.  So please do propose publicity, but do 

expect to be asked to action it! 

GREETINGS CARDS 

SIGNAL BOX CLOTHING & UNIFORM 

PUBLICITY 
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OTHER LOCAL EVENTS 

 

A look at events going on at other local railways. 

 

 

SEPTEMBER: 4th-6th, Amberly Beer & Food Festival; 6th, ROMSEY OPEN DAY; 6th, 

IOWSR Morris Minor Rally; 11th-13th, Swanage Grand Steam Gala and Vintage 

Transport Rally; 11th-13th, Mid Hands Steam Gala; 12th-13th ST ALBANS SB open day; 

12th-13th HERITAGE OPEN DAYS; 12th-13th, Moors Valley Garratt Gathering; 

13th, Amberly Bus Show; 13th, Hollycombe Classic Car Day; 19th-20th, Amberly 

Miniature Steam Show; 19th-20th, Hollycombe Steam Rally; 26th-27th, IOWSR Wine 

Festival; 27th ST ALBANS SB open day. 

 

 

OCTOBER: 4th, ROMSEY SB OPEN DAY; 24th-31st, Swanage Family Fun Week; 24th 

Oct-1st Nov, Mid Hants Wizard Week; 25th-30th Oct, IOWSR Wizard Week. 

 

 

NOVEMBER: 1st, Mid Hants Wizard Week; 1st, ROMSEY OPEN DAY; 7th, Mid Hants 

Sponsored Line Walk; 8th, Moors Valley Tank Engine Day. 

 

 

DECEMBER: 6th, ROMSEY OPEN DAY; 26th-27th, Mid Hants Christmas War Event; 

26th-28th, IOWSR Mince Pie Specials; 26th-31st, Swanage Mince Pie Specials. 

 

 

For more information... 

Mid Hants Railway - http://www.watercressline.co.uk 

Swanage Railway - http://www.swanagerailway.co.uk 

Moors Valley Railway - http://www.moorsvalleyrailway.co.uk 

Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre - www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

Hollycombe Steam in the Country - http://www.hollycombe.co.uk 

St Albans Signal box - http://www.sigbox.co.uk 
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Saturday 5th September S&T Maintenance Session 

Contact Mike Walshaw for info. 

Sunday 6th September Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Saturday 12th & 

Sunday 13th September 

Heritage Open Days. At least 10am — 6pm 

Contact Dick Hewett for info. 

Sunday 4th October Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 1st November Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

(November TBC) Young Members‘ Operating Day 

Contact Peter Chatfield for info. 

Sunday 6th December Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 3rd January 2010 Note NO Open Day in January. 

Sunday 7th February 2010 Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 7th March 2010 Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

For Public Open Day information contact Neil Kearns. 

 

Private Members‘ Operating Sessions and Site Development Sessions 

Contact Peter Chatfield to be included in plans.  

 

 

FRIENDS DIARY DATES 


