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CONTACT DETAILS 

Friends of Romsey Signal Box 

http://www.romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 Chairman: Peter Chatfield 

 (Also the contact for Operating Sessions) 

 01892 522 143 

 chairman@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 Treasurer: Dick Hewett 

 42 Botley Road, Romsey, Hants. SO51 5AP  

 01794 500 523    

 president@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 Membership Secretary: Neil Kearns 

 (Also the contact for Open Day Info) 

 38 Arundel Road, Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh,   

 Hants. SO50 4PQ   023 8061 8167    

 membership@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 S&T Working Parties: Mike Walshaw 

 01929 421 913     

 sandt@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 Site Developments: Clive Millward 

 operations@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 Magazine Editor: Danny Scroggins 

 0118 958 0204, 07950 633 597 

 newsletter@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 President: Dick Hewett 

 42 Botley Road, Romsey, Hants. SO51 5AP  

 01794 500 523    

 president@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

   

 COVER PHOTO:  

Presentation of the Mayor‘s Environmental Award to 

the Friends of Romsey Signal Box. (Sorry to have cut 

so many people in half, but that‘s where the photo 

ended, honest!) 
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Contributions of news stories, 

and photographs are always 

welcome from readers. Please 

forward to Danny Scroggins. 

 

If you have received a 

monochrome copy of this 

newsletter through the post, 

but actually have access to 

email, please let us know and it 

will save the costs of 

photocopying and postage by 

sending future editions by 

email.  There is a full colour 

version on the website. 
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Peter Chatfield 
Works Programmes 

 

 As I write, we are very focused on works programmes, so 

I‘ll start with these first. Once again, I‘m pleased to report that 

great strides have been made during what has been an 

exceptionally busy year so far. We have made a good start on two 

of the three major works programmes earmarked for 2011-12: 

repairs to and restoration of the exterior of the signal box, and development of the 

working signals and points installation. I‘m hopeful that we can complete the other – 

constructing a base for the new building to house Cowley Bridge Junction – once the 

external signal box repairs are finished. 

 Since the signal box was repaired and repainted a few years ago, it soon 

became apparent that the work done at that time was not of a sufficient quality to 

prevent early deterioration. It became clear that major works would again need to be 

undertaken to ensure the building was weather protected. There was also early visible 

deterioration with warping of timbers and peeling paint. Both the Trust and the Friends 

wanted the building to look good, in keeping with its historic status, and to be repaired 

such that only routine maintenance, e.g. repainting, would be needed for a number of 

years. 

 Neil very kindly took a lead in starting the practical work but, as he was largely 

working unsupported, Clive and myself decided to switch (temporarily) from 

developing the signals installation to intensively supporting Neil to get this done ASAP. 

So this was our top priority for August. 

 But there is also much to report elsewhere: please see Clive‘s site report. It 

must be said that Clive continues to almost claim Romsey Signal Box as his second 

home; truly the amount of time he has devoted to the project has been phenomenal 

and inspiring for the rest of us.... 

 Regarding the signals installation, I will leave details to Clive‘s and Stuart‘s 

reports. I would like to say a big thank you to Peter Shoolingin-Jordan and Ted Mason 

from the Trust, both of whom have been very generous in helping with the restoration 

of the two ‗new‘ Southern lattice posts we acquired last year.  

 I‘m also delighted to welcome back Mike Walshaw, our S&T Lead, following a 

year in which he focused on getting the Swanage Railway‘s ‗new‘ Corfe Castle signal 

box commissioned.  

 On Cowley Bridge Junction, not too much to report just at the moment, but 

I‘m hoping to visit Alan Johnson shortly to review progress. We plan to have the 

miniature signal box on site for a special event in October 2012 (of which – watch this 

space....) whether completed or not. Alan continues to work on CBJ single-handed; 

however, I‘ll see again if we can offer any useful support. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 
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 Our younger members have again been busy. George has restored the 

telephone box on the (new) distant signal, both George and Jamie treated us to a 

barbeque at the AGM, assisted with numerous projects on site, eg the fencing, and 

work has started on the Visitor Centre ‗lean-to‘. In addition, George is developing a 

computer information screen for use on site and is working on revamping our website. 

 The new Oxted diagram, instruments and bells have proved popular, thanks to 

a bit of wizardry from Gavin. The levers and lever plates for no‘s 3 and 4 have now 

been repainted, thanks to Rod. Rod has also been busy on the landscaping front, and 

the summer has been a great time of year to appreciate the floral displays. 

 As always, I could go on, but I think that gives a picture of how the project 

continues to thrive, thanks to our dedicated volunteers. 

 

Events 

 

 Back in February I received a surprise email from Mike Curtis (then Mayor of 

Romsey). He had decided to award us the Mayor‘s Environmental Award and would we 

please attend a special event at Romsey Town Hall to receive it? You bet we would! – 

this was our first ever award, and I‘m pleased to say that it‘s now with us, proudly 

displayed in Romsey Signal Box – incidentally, it was made by a certain Rod Hoyle who, 

most unfortunately, was at the last minute unable to attend the award ceremony in 

which his award was being presented to us! Many thanks to Mike, it was a very 

enjoyable evening, and it is good that this support from the town, to mark all the 

efforts made right from the start to save the signal box, was given to us in such a visible 

way. 

 Since the last newsletter, we held a special event in July when we were open 

for a weekend as part of the Romsey Arts Festival. I am grateful to Dick and Neil for 

holding the fort on the demos front that weekend, as I was down with a virus. I must 

note, however, that volunteer turnout for the event was disappointing. We had planned 

to operated the signal box continuously but there simply weren‘t enough people 

around to do this. I‘m afraid this was repeated at the Heritage Weekend Event in 

September but, on a brighter note, please see my brief report on this elsewhere which 

shows we are frequently getting excellent visitor numbers. 

 Open days have continued much as usual on the first Sunday of the month. It‘s 

been good that we have several folks around to do the demos – thanks to Dick, Neil 

and our younger demonstrators George and Jamie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
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Changes on the 

Friends’ Committee 

 

 Last year, Joan 

Bennett stepped forward 

to take on the role of 

Treasurer but has since 

resigned. We all thank 

Joan very much for her 

efforts. I‘m pleased to say 

that Dick has since 

resumed the role of 

Treasurer – so the post 

is once again covered. 

 Roger Pleasant, 

formally a Committee 

m e m b e r  w i t h o u t 

portfolio, decided not to 

stand again at the AGM. 

Roger is very active as a 

s igna lman on the 

Swanage Railway, he 

hopes to come down to 

Romsey Signal Box from 

time to time, and we 

thank Roger for his 

contribution. 

 After a few years of gently suggesting wouldn‘t it be good if Gavin was on the 

Committee (after all, he is our Deputy Site Manager), I‘m delighted to say that Gav now 

joins the Committee – welcome! 

 

And finally.... 

 

 We‘d better not forget our ‗man behind the scenes‘ Danny Scroggins, who 

continues as editor of The Signal. I hope you‘ll agree he does a fine job in producing an 

interesting and attractive magazine. We do welcome any articles – just let Danny know. 

 

 

Above: Sleeping on the job? Or one of many uses of the Young Members’ 

Section, accessing those ‘difficult to reach’ areas of a lever frame! 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

 
Firstly, thank you to those members who have already re-
newed your membership of the Friends of Romsey Signal 
Box for the year 2011/2012.  
 
If you wish to renew by post, please send your payment 
to me: Neil Kearns, 38 Arundel Road, Boyatt Wood, Eas-
tleigh, Hants, SO50 4PQ.  
 
In case you can‘t remember the membership rates, they 
remain as previous years - £5.00 for adults, and £2.50 for 
members under 18 and over 60 years. Please make 
cheques payable to ―Friends of Romsey Signal Box  
 
Thank you, Neil. 
 

 
The signal box was open to the public for the Heritage Open Days Weekend (Saturday 

10 and Sunday 11 September). The weekend was busy throughout, but especially so on 

the Sunday when we achieved our third highest ever number of visitors for a weekend 

event: 169 visitors. 

 

Dick has since examined the figures and, in addition, we had the highest visitor numbers 

ever for a single Open Day in March, 89 (that was the weekend of our joint event with 

Romsey Railway Modellers‘ Society), and already this year we have entertained more 

visitors than in any previous year (595 already), with still two Open Days to go. 

 

Sadly, despite all the good works going on, we could not get enough volunteers to op-

erate the box for the Romsey Arts Festival Event in July, nor for the Heritage Event of 

September. It is a big thank you to the volunteers who did help out for these events, 

and they demonstrate the continuing popularity of the signal box to the public. 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 
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Clive Millward, Site Manager 

operations@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 In some respects the dry spring has been of some advantage to us at the signal box 

site, though not to the rest of the South of England. 

 As you walk around the site there are some changes. The meat container was finally 

relocated to the Mid-Hants Railway Carriage & Wagon Department for restoration. 

This has left the space now allocated to the building that will house Cowley Bridge 

Junction. 

 The remaining area behind the Pavilion has been covered in paving, greatly reducing 

unwanted vegetation, part of which will have a 6m x 2m lean-to constructed giving 

members a covered seating and storage area. This lean-to is scheduled to be 

constructed during August by the younger members, George and Jamie, plus anyone 

else who turns up. 

 (Old) number 3 signal was stripped down and turned 180 degrees, parts restored and 

painted and is now number 4, the Redbridge Down (Branch) Distant, complete with 

(soon to be) working lamp. It has also been fitted with a Henry Greenly Locking 

Device. Rod re-painted the lever plates for numbers 4 and 5 and will shortly paint the 

levers. (Old) number 5/new number 3 will eventually receive the same treatment, 

including illumination, and have the number 19 shunt-ahead position light signal fitted. 

 The two rusty lattice post signal masts have been stripped of their fittings. Peter 

Shoolingin-Jordan, Chairman of the Trust, kindly arranged for them to be sandblasted, 

and painting and preparation of their fittings is well advanced. The taller mast will 

become number 5 Redbridge Down (Branch) Home positioned in front of the small 

shed. The other much shorter mast, hopefully lengthened, will become number 13 

Redbridge Up (Branch) Advanced Starter positioned alongside the box. The 1840-50 

stone pot sleeper is to be relocated to a more suitable location; the same with the 

LSWR boundary marker. 

 The main base plate outside the box was found to be distorted, so it had to be 

corrected before reconstructing the rodding and wire runs. When finished it may look 

complicated but hopefully it will all work. The rods from the frame to the point have 

also been rebuilt. Ground signal number 21 will be brought into operation if we have 

the necessary pulleys etc. 

 We have uncovered part of the original number 9 facing point lock; it is hoped we 

may uncover the rest. 

 On completion this should give us 16 of the 23 levers connected to operated signals, 

points or simulated equipment. 

 Gavin and Jamie fitted up the Oxted Panel in the Pavilion with a simulated movement 

of trains through Oxted Station including the bell codes. They now hope to fit the 

Preece machine with similar electronics, subject to agreement with the instrument‘s 

owner. We even have a station platform bell and Tannoy system, although this is not 

SITE REPORT 
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yet connected. 

 The area behind signals (new) 5/4 is being developed into another seating area, and at 

the same time the demonstration ground frame is to be repaired. 

 Then, with the crossing gates painted and refitted, over 85% of the site will be 

maintenance only -  a far cry from a couple of years ago, strimming, pulling up mares 

tail weeds, then go home only to be repeated the following month. 

 Over 100 more slabs have been recovered to be used in front of and behind the 

sheds to smarten up these areas. Also, the area around the tree is being developed into 

a static display of signalling equipment (if we have anything or have equipment donated), 

garden and seating. 

 The signal box itself is being repaired where necessary with new timber and 

guttering, then repainted – this has been lead by Neil. The Pavilion is to be painted SR 

green and cream by Rod. If you can help, please contact us. 

 The Trust supplied a container of PVA to coat the locking room inner walls to 

suppress the brick dust that falls onto the relay shelf and simulator. But this will not be 

done until the electrical contractor has finished any changed to the wiring within the 

signal box. 

 Wanted: ground cover plants and low shrubs! 

SITE REPORT 
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Stuart Jones / Mike Walshaw 

 

1. Outdoor Signals. 

 

 Since the summer of 2010, Peter and Clive had made substantial progress with 

the outdoor signals as discussed and adopted at the meeting held on 19 June 2010. 

 The lattice post previously used for the Down Starting signal 3 had been 

stripped of its fittings, repainted and a new Down Branch Distant signal arm had been 

fitted to it, to be controlled by Lever 4. This semaphore distant signal number 4 will 

replace colour light signal 5R in the box and on the simulator. 

 Two SR (ex-LSWR) lattice posts had been obtained from the EOR. One 11‘3‖ 

high complete with base plate, balance lever and counter weight, a corrugated UQ arm 

and some fittings is destined to become number 5 Down Branch Home, further 

elevated via a concrete plinth to enable good sighting from the signal box during 

demonstrations. The other, 9‘ high, will become number 13, the Up Branch Advanced 

Starting, to be located between the toe end of the points and the signal box. 

 The signal on the rail-built post, previously number 5, is now connected up as 

number 3, the Down Starting, but it has not yet been turned round to face the box. 

Position-light draw ahead signal 19 will be fitted to it in due course. 

 

Down Branch Distant Signal lever 4 is now mechanically interlocked with 3 and 5 by 

means of ‗Greenly Brackets‘ fitted either side of the lever, preventing 4 from being 

reversed unless 3 and 5 are reversed too. 

 The demonstration points are now controlled by lever 8, corresponding to the 

signal box diagram. 

 Lever 9 is being connected as the facing point lock for 8. Lever 10 is now 

connected to the demonstration compensator. 

 

2. Testing and Fault-Finding 

 

 Stuart and Mike tested the whole of the signalling installation in preparation 

for the Open Day on Sunday 3 July. The only fault noted was that Signal 2 did not show 

red, neither in the signal itself nor its block-shelf repeater. The fault was traced within 

the signal head to a broken screw that secured the socket part of the lamp holder of 

the red lamp unit to the central terminal pillar of its three supply terminals. The 

existing screw was re-fitted with one of its two nuts underneath and the second nut 

screwed down on top. It needs to be replaced in due course  

 

3. Colour-Light Signals 1 and 2. 

 

 S & T REPORT 
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 The present colour-light signal 2 is to become number 1. 

 A new signal mounted on the grey pedestal positioned in the ‗V‘ of the points 

is to become number 2. 

 

4. Number 19 Position-Light Draw-Ahead Signal. 

 

 The top lamp and the pivot lamp are to be used. They are fitted with 

110/120V 40W bayonet-fitting lamps at present. These will be retained. The existing 

circuit to the yellow indicator LED on the simulator and to the block-shelf repeater is 

to be retained.  

 

5. Outdoor Cabling. 

 

 Stuart and Mike took the opportunity to start devising a plan for all the 

outdoor signal cabling that will be required. Proposals have been put forward for 

location cabinets. The Down Starting number 3, now on the rail-built post, requires an 

arm-detector contact box since the circuitry that controls signals 1 and 2 and signal 3‘s 

block-shelf repeater depends on this, and not on a lever contact or micro-switch. The 

new signal 4 retains the former signal 3‘s arm-detector box on the lattice post. This is 

fine since it will allow us to demonstrate a signal arm being detected ON, WRONG or 

OFF.  

 

6. The Next Major Outdoor Signal Task. 

 

 When the new distant signal number 4 is connected to its lever, S&T would 

like to suggest that signal 3 is tackled next. The reason is that without Signal 3‘s arm-

detection circuitry functioning, signal 2 can never show a green aspect and Signal 3‘s 

indicator on the block shelf will remain at WRONG. We realise that this is a major 

task, involving the refurbishment of the rail-built post. 

 One problem may be the arm-detection contact. If we cannot procure another 

unit, signal 3‘s arm detection could be achieved by means of a weather-proof micro-

switch or a sealed reed changeover switch actuated by a magnet, in either instance set 

at around 350  It would be ‗nice‘ but not necessary to detect the arm WRONG when 

at angles of 50 to 350 and above 650 but this can be demonstrated with signal 4. 

 

7. Minor S&T Tasks to be undertaken: 

 

 Re-paint lever 4 yellow. Re-paint lever 5 wholly red. (Rod Hoyle has kindly 

offered to do this re-painting.) Move the points bell key switch on the block shelf from 

its present position over lever 4 to a new position over lever 8, fitted between the 

―LIGHT‖ repeater and the Eastleigh plunger. 

S & T REPORT 
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 Amend the Diagram to show the Down Branch Distant signal as semaphore 

signal number 4 instead of colour-light signal 5R (to be undertaken by Rod). 

 

8. Minor Tasks to be undertaken by the S&T Team at the next meeting: 

 

 Recover signal 5R block shelf-repeater and associated wiring as necessary. 

Move the Down Branch Distant signal block-shelf repeater to its correct position over 

lever 4. 

 Mike to modify the block-shelf repeater for Signal 5 to gravity-biased (at 

home), install it and 

wire it into the 

circuit. Note that 

signal 5, when 

installed outdoors, 

will NOT need an 

arm-detector since 

i t s  b l o c k - s h e l f 

repeater will work 

off the existing lever 

micro-switch. 

 S & T REPORT 
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 If you have been anywhere near the Pavilion on open days over the past full 

months you will have noticed, well, you would have certainly heard, the fully automated 

Oxted signal box panel, programmed and installed by Jamie and Gavin Brooker. It is 

brilliant to have something working that otherwise would remain inanimate forever.  

 In the Pavilion there is also a Preece block machine that will hopefully soon 

operate, adding a further dimension to our fantastic display of railway history. Jamie and 

I, with supervision from Clive, have been busy this August constructing a ‗lean-to‘ on 

the side of the Pavilion, which will prove to be very useful when the tunnel, which is 

currently used to store wood and other items, is reopened to the public. Water will 

soon be collected from the roof in a water butt, which will provide a free water supply 

for the garden.  

 There has also been 

a large development with the 

signalling side of the project 

which has been aided by the 

younger members. The newly 

refurbished distant signal, 

cabling, rod work and associ-

ated pulleys have had input 

from younger members, with 

Jamie and Gavin also con-

necting up one of our SR 

ground signals to the box.  

 Between now and 

the next report we should 

have put down more slabs to 

block out the weeds at the 

back of the site, and erected 

a new reconditioned shed to 

add additional storage facili-

ties. The ground frame will 

also be repaired and recondi-

tioned and connected up 

again for use by the public. I 

would like to add thanks on 

behalf of Jamie and myself to 

Clive for continuing to pass 

your knowledge on to us 

both. 

YOUNG MEMBERS 
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ROMSEY OF YESTERDAY 

 

Rod Royle. 
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New Book 

 

A limited edition of 500 cop-

ies only. A5 size, perfect 

bound. 102 gloss pages plus 

laminated card covers. 83 

photographs, diagrams and 

maps including 34 colour im-

ages. 

 

Ted Cook joined the South-

ern Region of British Railways 

in 1965 as a junior porter at 

Arundel. The story charts his 

career from box boy at Hay-

wards Heath to his first sig-

nalman's appointment at Am-

berley and promotion to 

Goring-by-Sea. Set in the 

"Swinging Sixties", at the tail-

end of the Southern steam 

age, the book is a firsthand 

account of life in manual sig-

nalboxes.   

 

Sussex Signalman is available 

at the special price of £10.95 

(plus £1.50 P&P) a saving of 

£1 off the RRP of £11.95.   

 

10% from all orders received via The Friends of Romsey Signal Box newslet-

ter will go to the Bluebell Railway Brighton Atlantic Group Fund. 

 

Payment should be made out to "Buggleskelly Books" and sent to:-  "Sussex Signalman", 

22 Glassenbury Drive, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex  TN40 2NY. 

 

NEW BOOK 
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ROMSEY OF YESTERDAY 

Left: On Saturday 1st Au-

gust 1970 D7099 acceler-

ates the 1420 Portsmouth 

to Bristol away from the 

junction through Romsey 

station.  Signals 16 and 18 

were replaced by a colour 

light signal with route indi-

cator in 1977. Much has 

changed in the 40 years 

since this picture was taken. 

Our site  is below the em-

bankment behind the loco-

motive. 

 

Both: Stewart Smith.  

Right: It's Monday 10th 

April 1972 and D7038 slows 

the 1335 Bristol to Ports-

mouth through Romsey 

before taking the right-

hand route to Southamp-

ton via Redbridge.  The lo-

comotive would last barely 

three more months in traf-

fic before withdrawal.  The 

foreground tracks run into 

w h a t  r e m a i n e d  o n 

Romsey's small goods 

yard.  The cattle dock, hand 

crane and SCATS ware-

house have all gone, but the goods shed remains as a fitness centre.   
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DIARY 

Sunday 5 February Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Saturday 3 March Joint event with Romsey Railway Modellers 

Sunday 4 March Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Joint event with Romsey Railway Modellers 

Sunday 1 April Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 6 May Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 3 June Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 1 July Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 5 July Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 5 August Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

September (TBA) Heritage Open Days 

For Public Open Day information contact Neil Kearns. 

 

Private Members‘ Operating Sessions and Site Development Sessions 

Contact Peter Chatfield to be included in plans.  

 

2012 AGM date TBA. 

 

Please note that development works on the site adjacent to Romsey Signal Box is likely 

to commence in 2012. This may affect public open days. Any changes will be communi-

cated via our website romseysignalbox.org.uk and to members via email and future 

newsletters.  


