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Contributions of news stories, 

and photographs are always 

welcome from readers. Please 

forward to Danny Scroggins. 

 

If you have received a 

monochrome copy of this 

newsletter through the post, 

but actually have access to 

email, please let us know and it 

will save the costs of 

photocopying and postage by 

sending future editions by 

email.  There is a full colour 

version on the website. 

 

 



Issue 47, Spring 2012 

3 

Peter Chatfield 
 

Once again it has been a very active start to a new year. Starting 

with the signal box itself, the exterior works are now close to 

completion. The Buildings Trust kindly arranged for a carpenter to 

repair/replace a badly rotted beam and a second lesser area of rot 

in January/February. These areas now need repainting to then leave 

just one side of the box to be prepared and painted. It will be great 

to see this major job completed and Romsey Signal Box fully resplendent in its 

Southern green and cream, minus the peeling paint and warped timbers! 

 

We have made great strides with installation of the outside signals. All the semaphore 

and colour light signal posts are now in position with many connections already in situ 

in the locking room of the signal box. The distant signal’s lamp is now working – and is 

particularly atmospheric as dusk falls! Imagine what it will be like once the other signals 

are illuminated…. Clive, as ever, has been hugely involved in taking forward the 

installation (see Site Report), but many others have also greatly contributed. Barry has 

constructed lamp holders, Dave has installed lighting to illuminate the angle cranks and 

pulleys etc at the front of the locking room, and George had already restored a 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 
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telephone cabinet for the distant signal. Further, we remain indebted to the Signals & 

Telecommunications (S&T) Group under the leadership of Mike Walshaw – they have 

met twice so far this year and greatly contributed to the technical aspects of these 

works (see S&T Report). 

 

I’m pleased to report that we’ve had two successful special events already – with a 

further two planned for later. Neil arranged an operating day in January for our friends 

the signalmen of the Watercress Line (Mid-Hants Railway) and their colleagues. Then, 

in March, for the third year running, Romsey Signal Box joined with Romsey & District 

Railway Modellers’ Society to open during the weekend of their model railway 

exhibition. The weekend generated 151 visitors to the Signal Box and about as many 

£££s! Thanks in particular to George, Dick and Neil who contributed to publicity and 

manning our stand at the exhibition. See Dick’s report for further details of our two 

forthcoming events…. 

 

Our younger members continue to be very involved in progress on the site. Not 

content with one ‘lean-to’, a second has been completed. And their skills seem to be 

diversifying – George recently undertaking upholstery as well as engineering (the chair 

covers are superb, George!). Again, for further details of Romsey Signal Box ‘in the 21st 

century’ please see Clive’s report. 

 

The Signal Box site itself has been further tidied. The walkways are close to completion 

and soon will allow visitors to walk, or traverse via wheelchair, the perimeter of the 

site. Inevitably, due to ongoing works, some areas will be blocked off from time to time. 

Maintenance of the garden areas makes the site look most attractive around this time 

of year. As always, I struggle to mention everyone in name, but many thanks in 

particular to Clive, Rod and, recently, Ken Hale for cutting the grass. 

 

Last but, most definitely, not least I want to highlight the ongoing work of Ted and 

colleagues at the Buildings Trust. As I write, a decision is imminent to give the green 

light to a developer for the adjacent former infants’ school site. As owners of the Signal 

Box, the Trust will be working closely with the appointed company and other parties. 

The Friends can be assured that the interests of the Signal Box will be represented by 

the Trust – and for this we are indebted to Ted and colleagues for their input and 

expertise. 

 

There are two important things I want to highlight at this stage. First, as mentioned in 

the last The Signal, it is almost certain that access to the Signal Box will be restricted 

during the development/construction period, once the developer assumes responsibility 

for management of the adjacent site. The default position is that the Signal Box remains 

open once a month (except January) plus any special events as advertised; but as soon 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
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as any restrictions on public 

opening are known, we will 

advertise this via an email 

to the Friends, and also on 

the Friends of Romsey 

Signal Box website. 

 

Second, it is essential that 

the Friends adopt a ‘good 

neighbour’ policy – from 

now on and forever….! In 

the short term our 

neighbour will be the 

developer. Longer term it 

will be residents of the 

housing estate. It’s good in 

this respect that the site is 

getting tidier, but I think 

the main point regarding 

members and visitors is 

that, providing we are 

mindful of how those 

outside the Signal Box 

might view us, then we 

should have a harmonious 

co-existence. The big ‘plus’ 

side of the development is 

that, particularly if there is 

expansion of the right of 

way around the Signal Box, 

we will suddenly be more 

visible to the public – a key 

issue that up to now has 

limited local knowledge that 

we even exist!! Thanks in 

advance to all Friends for 

your help – now please 

read on…. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

First of all, thank you to all the members who have already renewed their 
membership from April 2012 and for the donations which accompanied 
many renewals. 
 
Membership to Friends of Romsey Signal Box is now due. Just in case you 
can’t remember the membership rates, they are still £5.00 for adults and 
£2.50 for under 18’s and over 60’s. 
 
You can renew by post by sending your membership renewal to Neil Kearns 
(FORSB), 38 Arundel Road, Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh, Hants, SO50 4PQ. 
Cheques should be made payable to “Friends of Romsey Signal Box”. I will 
at the signal box for the April and May open days and will be able to issue 
your 2012 membership card. 
 
If you change your e-mail address or phone number, can you please inform 
Peter, Dick or myself, so that our list of contacts can be kept up to date. 
     Thanks, Neil. 
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Clive Millward, Site Manager 

operations@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

First of all I take this opportunity to welcome Barry Emery and David Trewern to the 

membership. Both have been busy since joining recently. Barry has produced a wooden 

mock-up of a signal lamp box (we only had one complete box and that is fitted to no 5, 

the Distant, the other is just the box minus a lid). This will enable us to illuminate signal 

no 5 and eventually nos 3 and 13. Signal 4 was fitted up with a 12-volt 5-watt LED lamp 

as a trial and has been successful, although the 5-watt may be reduced to 3-watt - a 

little more in keeping with an oil lamp. With lamps planned for the ground signals all 

will look authentic especially during evening sessions. Barry has also started sorting out 

the tool shed, but how long it will last? It broke the will to live for George...! 

 

David has agreed to take on the monthly servicing and maintenance of the equipment 

so far operational, so keeping it free of faults, oiled and patch painted so it looks good 

on open days. He has also fitted lights in the locking room behind the lever frame to 

illuminate the cranks / pulleys etc for visitors to see more clearly their operation.  

 

Young members George and Jamie have both been busy. George has produced a DVD 

of day to day activities that go on within the signal box and on site, complete with a 

calendar of our events throughout the year. This is displayed outside the pavilion on its 

own screen.  

 

Jamie and Gavin have brought the Signal Box into the 21st century with a radio 

controlled simulator so public demonstrations only need one operator. Now you can 

work at your own speed when talking to visitors. 

 

There is also a DVD in the making, filmed by George with Jamie operating the Box with 

a train being accepted from Redbridge and worked through Romsey to Kimbridge, 

though not yet finalised. 

 

Lattice mast no 5, originally part of a gantry from the Hastings area, has been erected 

onto its base and some restored items refitted. Its balance weight and bracket have 

been taken to Swanage Railway for some expert repairs. Unfortunately we do not have 

finials for the two new signals nos 5 and 13. 

 

Signal 3 had its post drill ready for turning 180 degrees. This operation was carried out 

on Saturday 10 March using a borrowed magnetic drill/mill from the Swanage Railway. 

Many thanks to Swanage Railway for their assistance and our member Roger Pleasant 

for transporting the magnetic drill and generator. 

 

SITE REPORT 
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The lattice mast for signal 13 being a little over 8 feet tall 

has been extended at its base and erected alongside the 

box where the circa 1838/50 stone sleeper is at present. 

The pulleys and wire are already laid and connected to 

the lever tail. The pulley and mounting were found during 

restoration to have cast into them the letters ‘SE&CR’. So 

we now have a few items of the South Eastern & 

Chatham Railway. 

 

There is no further development of the facing point lock 

due to the lack of available parts. We may have to 

fabricate these ourselves. 

 

The canal side of the site is slowly being landscaped (loose 

term). This has been held up due to weather conditions 

over the last few months. There are only a few broken 

slabs left available which we need to recover as soon as 

possible. 

 

George and Jamie constructed another smaller lean-to, 

this time behind the smaller tin shed, using materials 

already on site. This is being used for the storage of 

cables and useful timber etc. 

 

The colour light signal stored beside the tool shed has 

also been erected and wired up to the new power 

distribution cabinet housing 12-volt, 110-volt and possibly 

240-volt connections from the signal box. 

 

The next big job will be the restoration of the ground 

frame. The original timber mountings have rotted away 

and became unsafe to use by the visiting public. Then we 

need to clear and level the site once occupied by the 

meat container ready for a structure to house Cowley 

Bridge Junction miniature signal box. 

 

Rod Hoyle has kept the gardens, lawns and willow tree in 

good condition. Thanks Rod. We now need summer 

flowering plants if any one has any to spare. 

 

Again thanks to everyone involved. 

SITE REPORT 
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Mike Walshaw 

 

The S&T Working Party has continued to meet 3 or 4 times a year. The equipment 

seems to be functioning pretty reliably and routine faults are dealt with as expeditiously 

as we can.  

 

Since the last Report, Peter and Clive have made really substantial progress with the 

outdoor signals. The new Down Branch Distant Signal no 4 is now in use and is re-

peated on the block shelf, where it can be used to demonstrate ‘ON’, ‘WRONG’ and 

‘OFF’ detection and indications. 

 

The post for the Down Branch Home Signal no 5 has been erected and its arm fitted. It 

awaits spectacle glasses and connection to lever 5. Sincere thanks are due to the 

Swanage Railway for the loan of a magnetic drill for drilling some big holes. 

 

The post for the Up Branch Advanced Starter no 13 has been planted. 

 

A new colour-light signal has been planted at the far end of the site. It will become no 2 

and the present no 2 will become no 1.  

 

The signal on the rail-built post, previously no 5, is now connected up as the Down 

Starter no 3, but it has not yet been turned round to face the Box. Position-light draw 

ahead signal 19 will be fitted to it in due course. 

 

The completion of the above work will replicate outside the full set of Down Main and 

Branch signals. 

 

On 4 February 2012 the first outdoor signal lamp – Down Branch Distant no 4 – was 

lit, being fitted with a 5W 12V LED lamp. It was very easily seen from the signal box. 

 

A new location cabinet has been installed near the existing signal 2 and plans are in 

hand to use it for onward cabling to all the signals beyond this point. 

 

All the changes made to the outdoor signals have required changes to the indoor  

circuitry involving: 

 preparation of draft revisions to the circuit diagrams,  

 provision and installation of a new 12V DC power supply for the signal lamps, 

 installation of new block-shelf indicators, 

 installation of new lever micro-switches,  

 wiring up, 

 S & T REPORT 
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 testing and finally  

 the issue of updated circuit diagrams. 

 

The signal repeaters for the old colour-light signal 5R have gone and have been re-

placed by a block-shelf indicator for the new semaphore distant no 4. 

 

The points bell for the demonstration points, now controlled from lever 8, has been  

re-instated.  

 

Some levers have changed colour and have been repainted appropriately. 

 

So-called ‘Greenly Brackets’ have been fitted to Lever 4 to interlock it mechanically 

with levers 3 and 5 when required. 

  

The S&T Working Party is open to any member of the Friends – we always welcome 

new recruits – especially those with a working knowledge of telephone and traditional 

signalling equipment. The more people who understand the S&T equipment, the more 

likely it is that the occasional fault that develops on open days can be fixed immediately. 

 

S & T REPORT 
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Neil Kearns 

 

On Sunday 15 January, Romsey Signal hosted a group of Mid Hants signalmen. The idea 

was suggested by Garth Long and Andy Moody after a MHR “mutual improvement“ 

meeting to let MHR signalmen have a go on something different – a full size heritage 

simulator. 

 

On this occasion we did not run the simulation to a planned timetable, it was a chance 

for people to have a go on the frame and use absolute block. For the next visist we 

intend working the box to a planned timetable. 

 

I found it odd as the only person with no signalling qualifications to be instructing 

trained signalmen on what to do! The event was open to all Mid Hants signalmen, but 

on the day all those who turned up were Friends of Romsey SB members. 

 

Like all occasions when railwaymen gather, a great deal of tea was drunk and the 

afternoon slowly changed from working the frame to telling stories about old signalmen 

on BR and in preservation days. It transpired that John Tate, who used to be a relief 

signalman covering Romsey and Alresford in the 1970s is now well into his 90s and 

recently visited the Mid Hants to see their progress. 

 

Thanks to Andy, Garth, Stan, George, Jim, Clive and Philip for making it a very  

enjoyable day and the generous donations (and membership renewals.) 

 MID HANTS VISIT 



THE SIGNAL — Friends of Romsey Signal Box 

12 

Dick Hewett 

 

As usual, we plan to open for both days over Heritage Open Days, 

which this year fall on Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th September. It would 

be great to be able to operate the box throughout the weekend. 

However this is only possible if we have enough volunteers coming along 

to help, which wasn't the case last year. So please check your diaries, and 

if you can manage even just an hour or two at any time on either of 

those two days, that could make all the difference. No previous 

experience is necessary. Do email me on 

treasurer@romseysignalbox.org.uk. 

 

We also plan to celebrate 30 years since closure, and 20 years since re-

opening of the box, over the weekend of Saturday 13th/Sunday 14th 

October. Details are yet to be formulated - the chances are it will be 
one of the days only, and we're not sure what form the celebrations will 

take. Nevertheless, mark the dates in your diary and watch for more 

news! 

EVENTS 
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David Trewern 

 

I thought it would be a good idea to introduce myself: I am David 

Trewern and I joined in early March 2012. I have agreed to take on the 

role of maintenance person, responsible for oiling, greasing, checking 

mechanical items and generally maintaining a good appearance around 

the site.  

 

I have been made to feel very welcome by everyone I have met so far. I 

tentatively started my role on the 10th March by finding my way around 

the site and starting to familiarise myself with the various devices etc. It 

will take me quite a time to get on top of everything, but hopefully once 

there the maintenance should be easier.  There is a great deal to be 

done but I am looking forward to the challenge. 

 
I am very aware that I am the newcomer and as such do not want to 

push my way in and cause any upset, although I do want to get on with 

the task in hand at a reasonable pace.  Naturally the regular cups of tea 

and chats are also important, and most welcome! 

  

I have been an electrician for the NHS since 1969 and will hopefully be 

retiring at the age of 60 this year, after 43 years service.  Until I retire 

the time spent at the signal box will be limited, but hopefully afterwards 

more time can be dedicated to the task in hand.  I have always been  

interested in anything “steam” and/or of a historic mechanical nature.  I 

owed a classic car for 28 years but reluctantly sold it following back 

problems.  I have three stationary engines, two of which I take to rallies 

and open days at various venues throughout the year.   

 

I hope I can make a useful contribution to the very worthwhile Romsey 

Signal Box Project and I thank everyone for making me feel so welcome. 

  

 MAINTENANCE 
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Dick Hewett 

 

I will be reporting on the finances from 2011-12 at the AGM in August. 

However, I would like to emphasise that the funds are running short. 

Expenditure continues to exceed income, and at the current rate of 

reduction, the Friends coffers will be empty by this time next year. We 

must increase our income and/or reduce our expenditure if we are not 

to find ourselves unable to pay basic bills for electricity and water, apart 

from any other expenses. 

 

All donations will of course be gratefully received, and if there is anyone 

out there who feels they have the ability to do some fundraising for the 

Friends, we'd be delighted to hear from you! 

 

 

TREASURER 
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 SITE WORK 
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George Cooper 

 

It’s fair to say that we have been very busy since writing the last update for The Signal. 

There have been many exciting developments that we are very proud of, none of which 

however would have been possible without support from Clive, Gavin, Barry and Dave 

– a big thank you from the both of us for the help you have given! 

 

Anyway, on with the report! Usually, when new storage space becomes available, it is 

being used to its full potential within a matter of seconds. When the ‘lean-to’ was 

finished it was fitted with shelves and has been used as a dry area to prepare and paint 

the two new signal masts and fittings during inclement weather. However, left with a 

large number of “re-allocated” wooden pallets, we decided to create a further storage 

area for signal cable and other objects on the back of the small metal shed. Dubbed the 

‘lean-three’, the extension was completed and is now in use. Many thanks to Barry for 

helping with this. 

 

The next project was the new website. Despite having some minor problems to begin 

with the website received lots of positive feedback and suggestions for how it can be 

changed. Hopefully by the time this goes to print I will have finished the newest and 

final version which is basically the same but hopefully no problems and a few ‘cosmetic’ 

changes to reflect feedback. Many thanks to Steve Hailes for his help (and patience!). 

 

Jamie and Gavin have been working to install an automatic simulator which means the 

box can be operated by one person. The new simulator can be operated wirelessly or 

by pressing a button in the box. The old simulator panel remains fully functional for 

operating days or routes operating via Eastleigh. This is a fantastic step forward which 

enables an ‘extra pair of hands’ to be available for other work during an open day. 

 

Disabled visitors and visitors who are not confident using stairs can watch a live CCTV 

feed in the pavilion. However, due to the foil wrapped insulation in the walls the signal 

is often interrupted and is sometimes hard to see and hear what is going on. For this 

reason Jamie was filmed doing a demonstration which I edited into a DVD which can be 

played to visitors giving them a clear and easy to follow demonstration of what’s going 

on upstairs. The first revision of the DVD has been made, but is a little unclear in 

places, so a second version is in production. 

 

Over the past few weeks the yellow on the levers in the signal box has been repainted. 

The other colours are due for repaint soon, but these will be done with the rest of the 

interior repainting. 

 

 

YOUNG MEMBERS 
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YOUNG MEMBERS 

Another development due for the signal box is the arrival of the new bench seat  

cushion; the old one had to be replaced due to a maggot infestation. 

 

You may have noticed that on the entrance facing side of the pavilion a computer  

display has been installed. This display shows recent and relevant information, photos, 

and videos of what has been going on in and around the site. This display is fully  

customisable and content is reviewed on a regular basis. The display is removed for 

storage outside open days. 

 

Finally, we have been moving a lot of ballast around to fill in various gaps over the past 

few weeks and months. The rodding area at the front of the box is now almost com-

plete and looks good, as does the area by the new ‘short’ signal at the front of the site 

and the new paving area at the rear. Moving slabs around and setting them down has 

meant that the weed problem will be 90% gone. This will also create a new picnic area 

(more benches in production) and more garden, making the site more appealing to all.  
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Southern Counties Railway Society arrange meeting about railways in the Southampton 

area and meet in Southampton. 

 

The Southern Counties Railway Society was formed in 1948 by a group of school 

friends from the Southampton and Eastleigh areas who shared a common interest in 

transport and particularly railways. The aim of the Society was and remains to foster an 

interest in rail transport by arranging meetings, and visits to railway installations. 

 

As its title suggests the main focus of interest for the Society is the south of England 

with a particular emphasis on the territory of the former Southern Railway. Initially 

meetings were held in Eastleigh Grammar School, subsequently transferring to the cam-

pus of Southampton University, before moving to the current venue of the Friends 

Meeting House in Ordnance Road, Southampton. Some of the founding members still 

belong to the Society. 

 

Membership is open to any person aged 14 years or over. Further details are provided 

on the membership form. 

 

http://www.southerncountiesrailwaysociety.co.uk 

 

The link to photographs is well worth following as there are many photographs of 

semaphore signalling in the Southampton area, including Romsey. 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
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ROMSEY OF YESTERDAY 

With the Hymeks 

becoming increas-

ingly prone to 

failure, Bristol's 

Bath Road depot 

has turned out 

Class 47 D1641, 

one of a small 

number still in 

original two-tone 

green livery, to 

work the diagram 

which included 

the 1420 Ports-

mouth to Bristol 

on Saturday 22nd 

April 1972.  It is seen here approaching Romsey past the allotments and Romsey Outer 

Home signal (number 4).  Note the Southern Electric Commer van parked outside the 

sub-station.  

 

Class 35 Hymek 

D7015 passing 

Romsey Up 

Yard with the 

1040 Cardiff to 

P o r t s m o u t h 

Harbour on 

Sunday 30th 

A p r i l 

1972.  Although 

intensively used 

during both 

World Wars, 

the sidings were 

latterly used 

only for storing 

surplus engineering wagons until closure came in the early 80s.  Nowadays the site is 

occupied by a small industrial estate.  The locomotive fared less well, being withdrawn 

less than two months later.  

 

Both: Stewart Smith. 
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DIARY 

Sunday 6 May Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 3 June Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 1 July Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 5 July Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sunday 5 August Public Open Day. 10am — 3.30pm 

Annual General Meeting: 3.30pm—5pm 

Sunday 2 September Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sat 8 & Sun 9 September Heritage Open Days 

Sunday 7 October Public Open Day. 10am — 4pm 

Sat 13 & Sun 14 October Anniversary Open Weekend.... More details soon! 

For Public Open Day information contact Neil Kearns. 

 

Private Members’ Operating Sessions and Site Development Sessions 

Contact Peter Chatfield to be included in plans.  

 

Please note that development works on the site adjacent to Romsey Signal Box com-

mences in 2012. This may affect public open days. Any changes will be communicated 

via our website romseysignalbox.org.uk and to members via email and future newslet-

ters.  

 

 


