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Peter Chatfield (Chairman) 
  01892 522143 (with answerphone: please leave message) 
  chairman@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

Dick Hewett (Treasurer & Honorary President) 
  01794 500523  
  president@romseysignalbox.org.uk 
  42 Botley Road, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 5AP 

 

Neil Kearns (Membership Secretary) 
  02380 618167  
  membership@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

  38 Arundel Road, Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh, SO50 4PQ 
 

Gavin Brooker (Site Developments) 
  operations@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

George Cooper (Newsletter Editor) 
  newsletter@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions of articles and photographs for the next edition are welcome, 

please forward them to the Newsletter Editor on the address above.  

 

If you have received a monochrome issue of The Signal but have access to 

email, please let us know so we can reduce printing costs. A full colour edition 

is available on the website. 

 

Cover Photo: Romsey Signal box in the recent snow.  

Photographs taken by George Cooper unless indicated otherwise. 
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All members are invited to attend the Annual General meeting, to be held on 

Sunday, 7th July 2013 at 15:30 until 17:00 at the Signal Box site. The 

meeting will take place, as usual, after the open day. 

 

 

  

  

 

 I just wanted to write a short introductory paragraph welcoming you to 

issue 49 of The Signal!  My name is George Cooper and I have taken on the 

editing role. I would first like to apologise for having less pictures that I would 

like, the wealth of information included in this issue needed careful planning to 

make sure it would all fit in a limited space! I would like to thank everyone 

inside for their contributions (Particularly to Dave Trewern for supplying some 

photographs), and would welcome any from anyone else. Please forward these 

to me, my email address is on the previous page. I hope you enjoy this issue. 
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Written by Peter Chatfield (Chairman) 

 

 Welcome and wishing all our members and supporters a happy and 
prosperous (as far as current times allow….??) 2013. Much has happened since 
the last The Signal of Summer/Autumn 2012. In October, we passed a notable 
milestone, celebrated by a Saturday event: 30 years since closure of the signal 
box, and 20 years since re-opening as the visitor attraction we remain today. It 
was heartening to have the Romsey Town Mayor, the Mayor of Test Valley, 
representatives from the Romsey & District Buildings Preservation Trust, and 
many past and present faces join the Friends for this celebration. And we were 
truly bowled over by the cake! (see picture in Dick’s article). 
 
 Later the same day, we held an Emergency General Meeting to approve 
changes that provide for a closer working relationship between the Friends and 
the Trust. This is bearing fruit in our joint interest to ensure that signal box 
matters are fully on the table as development of the adjacent site progresses. 
  
 So much has happened at the signal box site that we’ve reached a 
further milestone, this time, of a geographical nature: in February we laid the 
last section of grass to the raised area of land by the canal on the railway 
embankment side; thus, completing the landscaping of the last corner of the 
site. After years of carting slabs around the site, creating walkways, 

embedding plants etc., it is 
immensely satisfying to see the 
landscaping ‘finished’….except, 
of course, that there are still 101 
things to do, but they are now 
more in the nature of 
improvements than 
development. Please see the site 
report for further details, and the 
pictures in this edition that show 
just how much progress has 
been achieved: a tribute to our 
ever resourceful volunteers. 

Photo: The newly landscaped corner of the site. Dave Trewern 
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 And I’m delighted to report that our third annual event with Romsey 
Railway Modellers’ Society in March 2013 was highly successful, with healthy 
visitor numbers and lots of interest in the signal box, together with much-
needed donations. We are grateful to the Society for permitting us space at 
the model railway exhibition which enabled us to publicise the signal box. 
 
 As a mechanical signal box, it has also been gratifying to see the 
signals installation, also ongoing for several years, reach the stage where we 
now have all four semaphores working, not to mention several working lamps. 
This has transformed operation of the signal box, enabling visitors and 
members to work more levers connected to restored signals; and has 
transformed operations as the light fades and the illuminated lamps seen. The 
installation is not quite yet complete. But, already, the scale of restoration of 
signals connected to the signal box makes Romsey a unique experience of its 
type - not just in the UK, but probably in the world! 
  
 And so, what are our plans for this year? Well, firstly, it is likely that the 
signal box will need to close to the public later in the year for up to eighteen 
months, due to development of the adjacent land. However, this is unlikely to 
mean that activity on the site ceases – far from it. Access from the rear of the 
site has been organised to enable us to hold members’ days not just for works 
activities, but also, hopefully, for a few special events, e.g. operating days and 
perhaps a barbeque! A strategic operational plan is being developed to help us 
decide how to take things forward. It’s important to stress that we need to be 
mindful of, and work closely with, the developer over the next couple of years. 
We will endeavour to keep members and visitors informed via the website (and 
members via email). 
 
 Finally, on behalf of all members, may I express our gratitude to Danny 

Scroggins for producing The Signal over the past few years – Danny is 

stepping down due to other commitments. I hope you’ll agree he’s done a 

great job. So can I welcome George Cooper, who is kindly stepping in as 

editor. I hope you like this, his first The Signal, which I very much hope is the 

first of many!! Now, please read on and enjoy…. 
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Written by Dave Trewern (Site Developments Manager) 

 

 The maintenance of the site has been ongoing since the last report and 
things are gradually taking shape. 
 
 The Heritage Centre…  This has now received two coats of good quality 
preservative on the outside, which should keep the timber in good condition 
for several years.  This will be monitored and more coats applied as required.  
The guttering on the outside has been repaired and re-aligned and now works 
well.  The next step is to repair and repaint the doors and windows and 
change one piece of broken glass.  We are just waiting for the warmer weather 
for this to be achieved.  Finally the gutters, down pipes and other plastic parts 
will be thoroughly cleaned.  When completed the building should look really 
nice on the outside, and will be well protected from the weather.  I would like 
to thank Keith for his help with all this work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: The site looking smart after the work. Dave Trewern 
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 The interior kitchen and toilet areas are being planned for some 
redecoration and a good tidy and sort out.  Again, this can be carried out 
during the warmer weather. 
 
 The Locking Room…  I have spent some time in here sorting and 
tidying.  The electrics have been tidied up and redundant wires removed or 
tidied away out of sight.  All the lids have been refitted to the electrical 
trunking.  The whole room has had a clean and tidy and is now looking much 
more presentable.  The next project in there is to clean and lubricate the 
locking mechanism. 
 
 Signal Pulley Mechanism…  I plan to gradually dismantle, repaint and 
refit all the pulleys, levers etc on the frame immediately outside the signal box.  
This will be carried out in stages to avoid disruption during open days.  This 
whole mechanism is looking “tired” and will greatly benefit from a bit of TLC.  
During this process all lubricating points will be checked and free movement of 
all parts ensured. 
 
 It is wonderful to see the site looking so presentable, but there is 
always a great deal to be done as and when time permits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo: Meanwhile, outside our site... Dave Trewern 
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Written by Steve Hailes (Signal & Telegraph) 
 

 The S&T working group continues to add new working equipment to 
the site at Romsey, which enhances the demonstration of how the signal box 
worked; at the same time some maintenance and fault finding has had to be 
done. Since the last report, the group has met twice (in September 2012 and 
April 2013) and members have attended at other times to add equipment and 
deal with problems. Mike Walshaw continues to be heavily involved with the 
Swanage Railway’s project to connect to the main line, so the group is being 
led by Steve Hailes in the interim. Simon Cooper and Stuart Jones remain as 
stalwarts of the group, and we’re ably assisted by others where necessary, 
particularly with the mechanical work which has got the new semaphore 
signals installed and functioning. 
 
 The focus of attention recently has been to get the demonstration of 
signals 1-5 working well. In September we sorted out wiring to get the lamps 
for 3 and 23 lit (thanks to Stuart for the loan of an authentic lamp case for 
shunt signal no. 23). Stuart returned later in the autumn and wired out to 
other semaphore signal lamps. Recently we commissioned the new colour light 
signal head as no. 2 signal, leaving the old head to become the new no. 1 
signal once further work is done. Also we installed the circuitry to allow no. 19 
draw ahead signal to work on no. 3. Thanks to Stuart for sorting the external 

Photo: The illuminated signals at night. Dave Trewern 
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wiring and Simon for doing most of the internal work for this - and for realising 
that the new relay commissioned to work this was the wrong specification, 
resulting in a hasty change and a late finish to the last working party! 
 
 Unfortunately there have been a few gremlins needing to be dealt with. 
A longstanding fault with the telephone concentrator was dealt with in 
September with the installation of a new handset cord and retermination of a 
loose connection in the socket. However, two of the circuit switches have been 
damaged and can disconnect the speech path to the handset if knocked. The 
wiring behind these switches is very complex and the fault may prove difficult 
to overcome, although the concentrator is workable in the meantime. At some 
point in the Autumn a fuse blew which caused a continuous alarm to sound; 
this was addressed by removing the fuse as the circuit it feeds is not essential 
to the demonstration! However, with the supply of fuses dropping, Steve is on 
the look-out for more of these ex GPO style “flag” fuses. One learning point 
from this (for those doing demonstrations) is that there is an “alarm 
acknowledge” feature on the concentrator which silences the bell but leaves 
the fault light lit. 
 
 The old signal no. 2 also stopped working in the Autumn; this was 
found to be the result of a low resistance on the lamp circuit which had, 
eventually, blown the main 110V fuse, but the over-current has damaged the 
lamp proving relay and the signal head feed set. This was temporarily fixed 
prior to the March open days and has now been overcome by commissioning 
the new signal no. 2, but the old head will have to be repaired or replaced 
before it is converted to be no. 1 and the lamp proving relay is disconnected 
pending repair. 
 
 The demonstration of the release for the single line from Eastleigh was 
affected by damage to the rotary switch on the simulator; this has been 
replaced with a toggle switch. 
 
 There remains a few faults to be attended to at the next working party. 
As we improve the quality of the demonstration of signalling with more 
working apparatus, one of the consequences is that we have more equipment 
to go wrong. This in itself presents a challenge to the S&T working group, 
especially as most of the members live some distance from Romsey and so 
can’t easily drop in. My thanks to all those involved; as ever, more recruits to 
the S&T team would be welcomed! 



Issue 49 10 Winter/Spring 2013 

 © Romsey Signal Box 2013  

 

 

Written by Neil Kearns (Membership Secretary) 
 

 First of all, thank you to the members who have already renewed their 
membership for the year commencing April 2013 and the accompanying 
donations. 
 
 Membership of Friends of Romsey Signal Box for 2013/2014 will be due 
on 1st April. Just in case you can't remember, the membership rates, they are 
still £5.00 for adults and £2.50 for under 18's and over 60's. At the start of 
February we had 54 paid up members, plus a few who haven't quite got round 
to renewing for 2012. Seven new members have joined since the 2012 AGM. 
 
You can renew by post by sending your membership renewal to Neil Kearns 
(FORSB), 38 Arundel Road, Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh, Hants, SO50 4PQ. 
Cheques should be made payable to "Friends of Romsey Signal Box". I intend 

to be at the signal box 
for the May open day 
and will be able to 
issue your 2013 
membership card. 
 
 If you change 
your address or e-mail 
address , can you 
please inform Dick, 
Peter or myself, so our 
list of contacts can be 
kept up to date. 
 
 
Photo: The ‘Thomas 

the Tank engine donations tin in the box! 
 
[Addition from Editor!] It is now possible to pay your annual membership fees 
from the comfort of your own home! This is done over the internet - please 
see the article on the next page for more information. 
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Written by Dick Hewett (Treasurer) 
 

 We want to streamline some of our financial procedures, and take 
advantage of internet banking wherever we can.  
 
 I am applying for on-line access to our Friends of RSB bank account. 
Once this is set up, we shall be able to reimburse volunteers and suppliers by 
on-line methods for any small amounts of expenditure (precise level yet to be 
agreed with the other signatories, but likely to be any sum under £50). All the 
standard controls of business on-line banking will be in place. In the 
meantime, with immediate effect, I am happy to receive invoices and claims by 
email (scanned receipts etc), rather than people having to post/hand deliver 
them to me. I will reimburse by cheque, or cash by hand, or in the short term 
on-line from my own personal bank account, pending the arrangements with 
the Friends' account being in place. The details I will need to enable me pay 
you on-line are your sort code and bank account number.  
 
 Obviously we will still be able to reimburse by traditional methods - 
indeed that will be the only option if we don't have your bank account details. 
But the option of on-line reimbursement is there if you wish to pursue it. 
 
 I am happy to receive Donations by on-line payments direct into our 
account with immediate effect. If you already use on-line banking yourself, 
then rather than posting a cheque to us, why not make a payment on-line and 
email to let us know when you have done so?  
 
Account Details: Sort Code: 30-97-14, Account number: 01037221. 
 
 Please add as a Reference your name, and the word "Donation" or 
“Subs” if you chose to pay your membership this way. Meanwhile, traditional 
methods of payment to us (cash or cheque) will always be acceptable as well, 
of course!  
 
 Hopefully these developments will make it easier for everyone in this 
internet age. 
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Written by George Cooper 
 
 The weekend of the 2nd and 3rd of 
March saw the annual return of the joint event 
with Romsey and District Railway Modellers 
Society, where the Signal Box opened its doors 
on the Saturday in addition to the usual March 
open day. The event was well attended by 
visitors of all ages and a good time was had by 
all involved. 
 
 

 The model railway exhibition, held in Crosfield hall in Romsey town 
centre was home to several displays of various gauges and settings including 
locations as far away as America. At the event we had a display featuring 
recent photographs of the site, as 
well as directions to the Signal box 
from the exhibition hall. Fuelled by 
tea, Peter Chatfield, Dick Hewett, 
Neil Kearnes and Janet took it in 
turns to run the exhibition stand 
advertising the special opening of 
the signal box and to ‘encourage’ 
the public to pop down and visit. 
Neil was a bit miffed that some 
exhibitors had half pint tea mugs 
and he only got small polystyrene 
cup. Lesson learned for next year! 
 
 As on all open days, talks were given to members of the public, this 
time by David Canning, Peter Chatfield, Dick Hewett and Neil Kearns. Marion 
Canning provided group tours of the site to show people the other half of the 
preservation project. These were very popular and comments were made 
about how insightful they were. 
 
Photo: Peter mans the stand in Crosfield hall. 
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  The site was also home to two 
special attractions during the day. The first was 
a stationary engine brought along by Dave 
Trewen in his trailer. The engine, a 1945 Lister A 
model, has 3.0 horsepower and attracted a lot 
of attention during the day. The engine was 
connected to a 110v DC generator which 
powered a set of lights. The other attraction was 
brought in by Gavin and Jamie Brooker, and was 
a large, outdoor model railway which visitors 
could control. The sound effects were especially 
popular with younger visitors.  
 
Photo: Dave Trewern with his engine. 
 
 In addition to public demonstrations, there was still some site and 
preservation work taking place. Gavin, Jamie and Keith changed one of the 
rotten out sleepers on our section of track. This not only improves the look of 
the project, but also reduces potential nesting places for wasps when the 

temperature increases. Tom also gave the ‘lean-
three’ (the small wooden structure added on to 
the back of the small metal shed) a coat of 
preservative which has made it ‘blend in’ a little bit 
more. Because the developers will be moving in 
soon, Keith, Tom and Gavin recovered the last few 
slabs on the school site (with permission) for re-
use in the near future. Jamie, Keith, and I then 
surveyed the smaller shed for areas of repair and 
created a list of required materials ready to be 
priced up. Finally, Gavin worked with a wire brush 
on a signal ladder to prepare it for application of 
red oxide and a coat of paint. 
 

Photo: Gavin Brooker wire brushes the old ladder. 
 
Over the weekend there were healthy visitor numbers and donations to help 
cover ever increasing costs of continuing the preservation. There were 77 
visitors on the Saturday, and a further 96 on the Sunday providing overall 
weekend figures of 173.  
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Written by Dick Hewett (Honorary President) 
 

 In October last year, we celebrated 30 years since the box closed and 

20 years since we re-opened it.  Centrepiece of the celebrations was a superb 

cake which the Little Bee Bakery supplied - in the shape of the signal box.  It 

seemed such a shame to cut it! 

  

 That duty fell to Dr Peter Shooligan-Jordan, the Chairman of the 

Romsey & District Buildings Preservation Trust.  Peter was delighted to be 

present to acknowledge the strengthened relationship between the Friends and 

the Trust which is being forged with the conversion of the Friends' committee 

to being a sub-committee of the Trust, and the imminent (then) election of 

Dick Hewett as a Trustee. 

  

 We were also delighted to welcome the Romsey Town Mayor, Cllr Mark 

Cooper, and the Mayor of Test Valley, Cllr Dorothy Baverstock.  Dorothy was 

particularly pleased to be present, as she had been on the original committee 

which started the whole project as an educational resource in the later 1980s.  

Another very distinguished 

guest was Audrey Gebbie, 

the headteacher of the 

Infants School, whose 

initiative in suggesting that 

the box could be saved for 

educational purposes was 

critical, and who continues to 

visit on such occasions to 

see, with great pride, what 

has been achieved. 

 

 

Photo: Cllr Dorothy Baverstock and Cllr Mark Cooper on the frame. 
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  After a few appropriate words from both mayors, and the obligatory 

photographs, Peter Shooligan-Jordan cut the cake, and, with the customary 

bubbly distributed, the many Friends, VIPs and visitors present were able to 

enjoy a toast to the signal box.  And by consuming the cake, we were tasting 

the fruits of what has been achieved over the past 20 years by the many 

people who have all contributed of their time and skills in so many different 

ways.  A fitting celebration indeed. 

 

    Photo: It really was a piece of (Signal Box) Cake!  

 

 

For up to date information about planned future Signal Box events, please see 

our website, www.romseysignalbox.org.uk, click on ‘Visit’, and scroll down to 

the bottom of the page. 
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 Spare time? If you are 

reading this and could spare an hour 

or two every now and again, then 

why not pop down and get involved!  

 

 There’s something for 

everyone whatever your interest, and 

its volunteers getting involved that 

move the project along! 

 

 Woodwork… metalwork… 

demonstrating… painting… 

decorating… grass cutting… someone 

needs to drink all that tea! 

Photo (Above): The new signal 

being installed on the base 

 

Photo (Left): The new bench that 

has recently been built and 

awaits painting 
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Written by Neil Kearns (Membership Secretary) 

 
 Actually the world doesn't begin and end with railways. The immediate 
area around Romsey signal box is actually quite a good bird watching area. 
There are the normal selection of woodland and garden birds across the 
former school grounds and railway embankment. But would you expect to see 
a cock pheasant in central Romsey? The bramble thickets along the 
embankments attracts traditional summer migrants including chiff chaff, 
blackcaps and lesser whitethroats.  
 
 Beyond the railway around Mercer Way and Fishlake Road seems to be 
a well watched area with "interesting" small birds such as Hawfinches and 
Waxwings being reported during the winter. We might grumble about the 
mess created by the house sparrows nesting in the visitor centre roof, but it 
means we're doing something for conservation as their population has fallen 
by about 60% since the 1970's. 

 
 The airspace over Romsey is 
also worth watching. It's regularly 
used by cormorants commuting from 
the coast to feed on the trout 
fisheries and according to regular 
reports migrating ospreys. Thirty 
years ago buzzards were rarely seen 
in Hampshire, but now they are often 
seen soaring in thermals over 
Romsey.  
 

 
Photo: A Robin perches on the fence, which was recently removed. 

 
If you have written an article you would like included in the next edition, 

please forward it with any photographs to newsletter@romseysignalbox.org.uk 
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Written by Dick Hewett (Honorary President) 
 

 Hampshire County Council exchanged contracts for the old school site 
with construction company Croudace in December. Croudace quickly moved to 
clear the site of any vegetation which wasn't to be retained in their plans, 
before the nesting season started. We have since had a site meeting with 
them, when we explained how our water and electricity supplies cross the old 
school site: Croudace are contracted to maintain these supplies throughout the 
development period. 
 
During the period of building, access will be closed off from the Winchester 
Road entrance. Instead, our only means of access will be through the archway 
next to the box. Reinstatement of access from Winchester Road has to be 
provided within 18 months or when the site is completed, whichever is the 
sooner. On the basis Croudace expect to start work in late September 2013, 
that means access should be available again by late March 2015. 
 
 In the meantime, it will not be possible to open to the public on a 

casual basis whilst the 
development is in progress. 
Firstly, parking is very 
difficult on the north side of 
the railway line, and 
secondly, even if people do 
find parking spaces, it is 
difficult to navigate through 
the housing estate to the 
archway. We will therefore 
not be holding our normal 
monthly Open Days. 
However we have access to 

limited off-road parking about 400 yards away, and will be able to cope with 
pre-booked visits, either by individuals or groups. More details on how this will 
operate are to follow in due course. 
 
Photo: The site clearance begins. Dave Trewern 
 



Issue 49 19 Winter/Spring 2013 

 The other important aspect which we will need to address is security. 
Once the first houses are occupied on the old school site, and the general 
public have access to the area, the risks to the signal box and its surrounds will 
increase dramatically. We will therefore be taking three essential actions: 
 
 New fencing around the site which will be much more secure. The design 

will be agreed with Croudace, and we are delighted to have sourced 
funding already for this expensive investment. 

 New security arrangements on the site. Once we can properly understand 
the potential risks, we shall seek professional advice on the measures to be 
taken. 

 Welcoming the new residents. It will be essential to get as many of our 
new neighbours on board as quickly as possible. They will be our ears and 
eyes, and will also need to understand the potential for the public to be 
parking outside their homes on open days if our own dedicated parking 
area overflows. 

 
 The inter-regnum actually gives us a breathing space in which to take 
stock and review the site, consider what we want it to look like when we re-
open, and do the necessary work to achieve that. We can also decide the basis 
on which we want to make it available to the public in the future, and all the 
issues associated with that aim (such as marketing, opening times, managing 
visitors, souvenirs, and so on).  
 
 To this end, two sub-groups of the committee have been formed, to 
look at each of these two issues, and there will be more news about what they 
are proposing once they have both met in early July. Come to the AGM on 
Sunday 7th July to hear more! 
 
 6th March 2015 will be the 150th anniversary of the opening of the 
Sprat and Winkle line from Redbridge to Andover, and of the need for a signal 
box at Romsey Junction. We plan to make the most of this opportunity to 
publicise the signal box and railways in Romsey generally, just as we did for 
the 150th Anniversary of the main line in 1997. 
We hope to negotiate with Croudace to have easy public access again for that 
date, and that we can make that our grand re-opening. 
Put it in your long-term diaries, in eager anticipation of a new future and 
direction for a re-invigorated signal box project! 
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Due to imminent developments on the site neighbouring the site, these dates 
are liable to change at short notice. Any changes will be communicated to 

members via Email and will also be listed on the website.  
 

Please feel free to email before to make sure we are open to avoid making a 
fruitless journey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: The Signal Box in Bloom 

5th May 2013 Open Day 

2nd June 2013 Open Day 

7th July 2013 Open Day and AGM 15:30 - 17:00 

4th August 2013 Open Day 

1st September 2013 Open Day 

14th September 2013 Heritage Open Day 

15th September 2013 Heritage Open Day 


