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CONTACT DETAILS
Peter Chatfield (Chairman)
 01892 522143 (with answerphone: please leave message)
 chairman@romseysignalbox.org.uk
Dick Hewett (President/Treasurer)
 01794 500523

07743 942576
 president@romseysignalbox.org.uk
 42 Botley Road, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 5AP
Neil Kearns (Membership Secretary)
 02380 618167
 membership@romseysignalbox.org.uk
 38 Arundel Road, Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh, SO50 4PQ
Jamie Brooker (Site Developments)
 07740 345892
 operations@romseysignalbox.org.uk
Jamie Brooker (Newsletter Editor)
 newsletter@romseysignalbox.org.uk

Contributions of articles and photographs for the next edition are welcome,
please forward them to the Newsletter Editor at the address above.
If you have received a monochrome issue of The Signal but have access to
email, please let us know so we can reduce printing costs. A full colour edition
is available on the website.
Cover Photo: Flying Scotsman passes the signal box, May 21st
[Stuart Jones]
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Welcome from the editor
Jamie Brooker
We still haven’t stopped progressing! We did so much work while we were
closed but we just haven’t stopped. Things are still changing, new exhibits being
developed and change is in the air. There’s a couple of big projects going on in the
background that we’ll be informing you about and also the not so big things that are
important none-the-less.
As you may have noticed, I have also taken up the role of site manager and
while I still find it a joy to edit the Signal, if someone else feels up to the challenge, I
would be more than happy to let them have a stab at it. (Don’t want to hog the lime
light). Feel free to contact me to inquire about taking this on.
I will also be starting a new feature in the newsletter to introduce our active
volunteers to the world. I will be leading by example in this edition, but lookout,
because next time it may be you (thanks Dave Trewern for the idea)
Otherwise, I hope this edition of the signal is to your liking and that you find it
interesting.
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Chairman’s Report
Peter Chatfield
Our major change since the last newsletter is the increased frequency of
opening; we can now reflect on nearly six months of opening to the public twice a
month. I’m pleased to say that this has been a great success. It has enabled our
volunteers to fully participate in operating the site on open days. We were almost in
danger of having too many volunteers to occupy and interest them all with just the
monthly opening – quite a turn round from the days that some remember, when we
struggled to get enough folks to be around on open days. While visitor numbers have
fluctuated for individual open days, the overall trend is more visitors. And we are now
achieving a reliable ongoing income via charging for entry and from the Buffer Stop
Café which is so important to underpin our financial position.
Our major event so far this year is surely the open day when The Flying
Scotsman passed the Signal Box twice for its outing on the main line. Despite the rain,
a hardy crowd gathered on site and on the other side of the railway bridge to watch the
steam special – and we completely sold out of cake! (See the video under ‘News’ on
our website….)
All organizations evolve and, from time to time, need to check whether
changes are having a positive impact or not. So, in March 2016, Dick, James, Jamie and
myself met to review the strategy for Romsey Signal Box. We concluded that the Signal
Box had made great strides in successfully re-opening with wider attractions to
accompany the Box itself – particularly the new exhibition space, Cowley Bridge
Junction, and the café – but that more needed to be done in some key areas:
•
We felt that what we offer remains
a bit ‘signalling top-heavy’ – although we
are, first and foremost, about a signal box,
we could do more to appeal to a wider
audience. That’s why we are now looking at
a further (surely the last?!) exhibition
building targeted towards younger visitors,
and likely to include a model railway.
Photo: The committee gets to the
point [Ted Mason]
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•

We felt that Cowley Bridge Junction, whilst fantastic for those familiar with
railway signalling, needs an ‘interface’ to help the casual visitor understand what
is going on – so more people can get more out of experiencing Cowley Bridge in
operation. That’s why we are looking at ways in which we can use, for example,
a display screen to help interpretation of the train movements.

•

We also felt that the Friends’ organization hasn’t kept pace with our increased
membership. Currently, the only true ‘forum’ for members is the AGM, however,
much of the AGM is taken up with reports etc, with limited time for discussion.
The Friends’ committee (technically, a sub-committee of the Romsey & District
Buildings Preservation Trust) does meet and correspond fairly regularly but, of
course, is only a fraction of the membership. That’s why we are starting a
members’ open forum to encourage an exchange of ideas and discussion etc,
which we expect to hold at least six-monthly.

Once again, I take my hat off to all our valiant volunteers who continue to keep
the show on the road (er, rails). A great deal of work goes on ‘behind the scenes’ to
explore the possibilities for our new exhibition building, to keep the café running
smoothly, to maintain the site and signal box, to report back to our local stakeholders
including the Buildings Trust etc etc. And some work that was ‘behind’ the scenes is
now, I’m delighted to say, front of house: for example, we’re now informing visitors
what work is going on when they visit – e.g. the period colour light signals that are
being restored – we should always take the opportunity to engage interested visitors in
what is going on, so that they can see restoration in
action. And of course, we could not open without folks to
man the gate, do the demos, operate Cowley Bridge, and
staff the café. You all know who you are! A very big thank
you to all.
Finally, I’m pleased to announce that Jamie
Brooker is appointed as our new Site Manager, taking
over this role from his Dad. It’s a case of ‘Brooker and
Son’….
Enough from me, now read on and enjoy.
Photo: Jamie Brooker, new site manager, completing the ‘initiation
test’ of the tight fitting overalls [David Trewern]
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Membership Report
Neil Kerns
Thank you to the 32 members who have already renewed their membership of
Friends of Romsey Signal Box. Also welcome to the five new members who have
joined since January.
If you haven't already renewed, your membership payment will help running and
developing the museum. At the AGM last year it was agreed that the membership
would be increased to £ 10 for adults and £5 for junior members (under 16 years).
Payment can be made by:
 Cheque (Payable to Friends of Romsey Signal Box) and posted to me
 Cheque or cash at an open day
 Bank transfer to Sort Code 30-97-14, account 01037221, reference:
Name/"Subs".
Can you please let me know if you have changed any of your contact details in the
last year, so the distribution list can be kept up to date.
Please contact me by e-mail or phone (evenings & weekends) if you want to check
whether you have already renewed (see page 2 for details).

Photos: Volunteers at ‘work’ (Gardening, on site, Simulator panel)
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Site Report
Jamie Brooker
It’s a great privilege to be able to assume the role of site manager. I’ve
attended the signal box since the age of 8 and have thoroughly enjoyed the years I
have spent there but I’ve finally had the opportunity to take up a managerial role at
the signal box and I really look forward to the challenges and projects that lie
ahead.
So far this year we have continued to progress in restoring the signalling
artefacts we have on site. The main project is the restoration of three colour light
signals that we have. The aim is to show how signalling has changed and explain to
visitors what the different aspects are and what they tell the driver (also to explain
what an aspect is!). So far we have completed
the restoration of the two aspect signal which
is now a temporary display where visitors can
operate it via a switch. We are well underway
in restoring the three aspect signal and the
four aspect signal has been partly dismantled.
The three signals will be linked together to
show how the signals step up as the following
signals clear. This work can now be viewed
from our new viewing area beside the lean-to.
Photo: restored 2 aspect signal [Jamie Brooker]
The big news from the site is the proposal for a new building. This was
briefly mentioned in the last edition of the signal, but we have now finalized that
this will be located on the site of the old willow tree. This building will run parallel to
the fence line and at one end will be a member’s section for storing personal
belongings and some space to eat lunch etc. The rest of the building will be devoted
to engaging children and hopefully housing exhibits that will help them (and their
parents) understand the basics of signalling. Along with this, we are also
investigating the possibilities of acquiring a switch panel signal box. This would show
a more modern take on signalling and probably be of great interest to children with
all of the lights and switches it houses.
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Elsewhere on site, Dave and Keith
have been busy and have been doing
many odd jobs as Dave has reported in his
article. We’ve also had help from Adrian
and Alan who have helped with the
general upkeep of the garden and also
taken on other odd jobs. Recently they
have been relaying slabs and removing
the ballast from between the sleepers on
the track, this is to assist the changing of
the rotten sleepers which is being undertaken by the Mid Hants Railway (MHR). The
MHR have very kindly agreed to donate a number of used sleepers that are unfit for
running trains on, but will be more than suitable for us. Once the MHR is running
trains daily, their track crew will be left twiddling their thumbs so have offered to
come and change the sleepers for us which we are very grateful for. We look
forward to July when the sleepers will be changed.
Photo: Adrian and Alan in Action! [Jamie Brooker]

The upcoming tasks will be:







Continuing to remove the ballast
from between the sleepers
Preparing the area for the new
building
Continued restoration of the colour
light signals
Major clear out of the big storage
shed
Installation of lighting in signals
number 3 and 13

Photo: more colour light signals [Jamie Brooker]

Issue 54

8
© Romsey Signal Box

June Edition - 2016

With all this progress, we still have to remember we have a lot on site that needs
maintaining. Dave and Keith are currently focused on repainting the signal box. I’m
busy with the colour light signals. However there are many jobs that need doing
that are not urgent, but if they are left unattended things will get worse. These
include:





Re-pointing the brick base of the signal box
Re-painting semaphore signal parts
Repairing the pavilion veranda flooring
Leveling out slabs that have raised or dropped causing trip hazards.

We regularly meet at the signal box on Wednesdays to carry out work around the
site. If you feel you could help in anyway (especially if you know anything about
pointing which we need help with) please contact me.
Well, that’s my first official site manager report done. If you’re on the site I will try
and say hello and introduce myself. Otherwise, I look forward to meeting you if I
haven’t already and I really hope you’ll find time this year to make a visit to the box
and possibly help out in one way or another.

Photo: Keith painting and Dave testing the electrical appliances
[Jamie Brooker]
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Maintenance Report
David Trewern
The Buffer Stop Café
My time since the last report has been mainly taken up with running The
Buffer Stop café. This does involve some maintenance. I have been touching in
various paint scratches and marks to maintain the hygiene and cleanliness in the
kitchen and café areas. Storage is always a problem and I need to re-think the
shelving within the kitchen to make best use of the very limited space. We are
constantly developing a system when serving customers so as not to keep them
waiting. It is also difficult to judge how much produce to make for each open day.
Too little and people are disappointed (and an opportunity to make another pound or
two for the funds missed). Too much and it’s a waste (although at the end of the
day the volunteers can be like bees around a honey pot!). Customer numbers on an
open day can vary greatly. The Saturday open day when Flying Scotsman passed
through was very busy. At one stage we had a job to cope with the influx of
customers. Our best takings ever and good news for the signal box funds. I am now
no longer the only person legally able to bake for selling at the box. Keith’s wife
Hazel is now also registered and has a five star hygiene certificate (a copy is
displayed in the café). Hazel and I are great friends and we work together, sharing
the cake making for open days. Thanks Hazel,
It’s a great help.
Pavilion Audio-Visual Cupboard
The corner cupboard where the TV sits
was looking very tired and so a re-vamp was
required. I decided to cut a much larger opening
in the front for easier access and storage, make a
new door and make a second top section in order
to accommodate a DVD recorder/player that I
donated. As you will see from the photos I have
made an inner shelf for other equipment. This
means it is not on show but easily accessed by
opening the door. I was quite pleased with the
end result after all the painting. All this means we
now have easy access to the equipment, Signal
box camera and microphone for the disabled and
the ability to play railway DVDs.
Photo: redecorated TV stand [David Trewern]
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The cables that were running down in the corner behind the cupboard have
now all been re-routed outside and through the wall at a lower level directly into the
cupboard. Further tidying of the cables outside is still required.
Other Jobs
I have also been carrying out various smaller jobs to keep the pavilion looking good.
I have repainted the green skirting around the room, which now looks much better.
The white shelves in the toilet lobby have been re-glossed to improve their
appearance, and I have touched in the white paint on the toilet door and frame after
the new indicator bolt was fitted.
Keith has been working hard on the
exterior of the pavilion, putting more
preservative on the timber and
repainting the windows.
All this means the pavilion should look
good and last for many years to come,
as long as we maintain it.
Kelly from the nearby house
very kindly made and fitted some net
curtains for the toilet. We have had
some lovely comments about how nice the toilet is. Not a place you want to linger
but it’s good to have it clean, tidy and with all the facilities you need, including hand
moisturizer, air freshener and even tissues. The new low wattage heater in there
also makes it comfortably warm in winter. I try to keep it clean and fresh as a part
of my cleaning routine for the café.

Photo: A peeping Tom (Keith) at the window [David Trewern]
General Maintenance
I am trying to keep the regular maintenance going in between whiles. This involves
the usual running around with the oil can, swiftly followed by me waving the grease
gun and attacking all the grease points. Old engine oil is spread on the moving
sections of the points in order to keep these moving freely.
There is still a big list of things I would like to carry out to improve both the looks and
running of the various pieces of equipment around the site.
Rome wasn’t built in a day, as they say!
Richard called in on Wednesday afternoon and carried out the chemical weed killing
again for us. He hopes to return in about three weeks to attack the brambles and
more robust weeds with a stronger weed killer. This is a great help to us and we are
all very grateful to him.
Issue 54

11
© Romsey Signal Box

June Edition - 2016

Lastly…
As from next Wednesday
(weather permitting) Keith and I
will be starting on the final side
of the signal box exterior. I have
purchased a good deal of paint
in readiness for this. After
completion we will be going
around the other sides to ensure
everything is as it should be. We
know there will be some
touching in and repainting in various places, but that’s the nature of the beast. It’s
like a smaller Forth Bridge!
The signal box is the whole reason for the site being there and it must be maintained
to a high standard.
I thought this maintenance report was going to be very brief but it has actually
become quite lengthy. I hope that it has been interesting none the less.

Photo: Richard on weed duty [David Trewern]
Please note: Dave always thinks he can thinks he can
escape from having his photo in his own report, so I have
rectified this with a picture I grabbed recently. It shows
that although Dave is in charge of maintenance, all he
really does is dry his hair all day (which is weird
considering the lack of it). No, this is actually a picture of
him stripping…
the paint off the signal box stair
hand rail. He does do some work, some of the time.
Photo: Dave ‘in action’ [Jamie Brooker]
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History Article

Remember when…
Neil Kerns
About 100 years ago the London and South Western Railway was in the forefront
of railway technological updates in the UK. They were building the new Eastleigh
locomotive works in 1909 which was to be capable of undertaking all locomotive
repairs and construction. Their latest steam locos were being fitted with superheaters
to improve boiler efficiency. By 1914 a start had been made to electrify their London
suburban network which eventually spread across almost the whole Southern Region
from Ramsgate to Weymouth.
Since 1900 they were experimenting with power signalling operated by
compressed air. The first experimental installation
was at Grateley which was opened in July 1901. As
this proved to be successful, low pressure
pneumatic equipment was used for the signalling
of Salisbury station when it was rebuilt in 1902.
Within a few years the system was adapted for
automatic signal operation between Woking and
Basingstoke and complex stations such as Clapham
Junction (Jn.). Details of this system are published
in the "Pictorial Record of Southern Signals" by
George Pryer
In the 1960's the pneumatic automatic signals
between Woking and Basingstoke were replaced
with track circuit block operation of four aspect
colour light signals controlled from Woking or
Basingstoke. Salisbury station retained its
pnuematic signals until the area was resignalled in
1982.
The Down Main starter controlled by Salisbury
west box was originally a junction signal with an
arm to the right of this one on a shorter post for
the route to the GW line to Westbury controlled by
Salisbury C box. This image shows how the
compressed air cylinder pushed the counter
balance as opposed to a conventional wire pulling
it down.
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The image to the right
shows the platform starter
from platform 6 towards
Tunnel Jn. The passing train is
a parcel train from
Southampton Western Docks
to Didcot which had been
diverted due to engineering
works at Southampton.
Between the platform line and
the down main is a pneumatic
shunt signal for movements
from platform 6 to the Down
Siding East.

This stumpy signal, in the image to the
left, was the Salisbury West outer home
signal near Wilton Road Skew Bridge. The
arm is mounted much lower than normal
to improve signal sighting through Skew
Bridge.
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Wilton South box closed in early 1982 as part of the Salisbury re-signalling
scheme. The frame and wooden upper parts of the box were saved to have a new life
as the recreated Medstead and Four Marks SB on the Mid Hants Railway. Although
Wilton South never controlled pneumatic signals, I've included it for the similarity to
Romsey SB and its connection with the Mid Hants.

(Photos are thanks to Neil Kerns)

Meadstead and Four Marks signal box after relocation to Mid Hants railway

(Photos retrieved from Mid Hants
Railway website)
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Relevant Information
Dick Hewett

10,000TH VISITOR TO SIGNAL BOX
During the recent Open Day when we enjoyed seeing the Flying Scotsman, we were
also pleased to welcome our 10,000th visitor since we opened the site to the public
in 1992. Veronica Sulzmann from Winchester was given free entrance, free
refreshments and a special ticket to mark the occasion.
It’s a significant landmark to reach for our visitor attraction. We continue to give
pleasure to members of the public who have never visited a railway signal box and
who often know little about railway operations and history, as well as knowledgeable
enthusiasts. Veronica was particularly delighted to be our guest of honour for the
day to celebrate this milestone.
With our more regular openings,
we hope to entertain the next
10,000 visitors in quicker time!

OPEN DAY VOLUNTEERING
I’m very grateful to all the
members who volunteer to staff
the site on our Open Days. We
have also started hosting small
group visits, which brings in good
revenue for relatively small effort.
If any other members wish to offer their services, we’d be delighted to explore how
best they can help out on when we are open to the public, providing training as
necessary. The bigger the pool of volunteers, the more frequently we can open, and
the greater the public access we can offer. So do get in touch! My contact details
are at the front of the newsletter.
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NEW MERCHANDISE!
We are delighted that Romsey TIC has invested in Romsey Signal Box merchandise,
which we are buying from them at cost price,
thereby keeping the surplus on all items which we
sell at the signal box. These include two postcard
designs (40p each), and new mugs (£6 each at
the signal box), as well as key fobs and fridge
magnets. Come and see the display and buy your
own souvenirs of the box!

New Development Plans
Dick Hewett
Jamie and Peter have referred elsewhere to the plans for another building on the
site. This is just a brief update, with a clarification of our current thinking.
I am currently in the process of putting together a Project Plan which includes a site
plan, an action plan (including timeline), and a financial plan. The latter is
particularly critical: Without more funding, we won’t be able to pursue our latest
ideas, so finding sources for the funding is at the top of my priority list. Our current
funds might look very healthy – but they’re certainly not sufficient to see this project
completed.
The latest plan is for a single building, parallel to the fence, beyond the pavilion,
where the old willow tree used to stand. This building will be at least the same
length as the Cowley Bridge building, and will be in two parts:
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•
The larger area, further from the pavilion, will be geared towards children
and those with little or no expertise or interest in railway signalling. This will be very
much an area the public, particularly children, will be encouraged to access, with a
model railway, perhaps some Brio wooden trains and track for the youngest children
to play with, and various simple interactive exhibits.
•
A much smaller area, at the pavilion end, and secured behind a gateway, will
be for the working volunteers, to store personal items/coats/etc when on site, and to
use as a mess hut for drinks breaks,, lunch, etc, thereby freeing up the Pavilion for
the public to use as a cafe.
In addition, we plan to rationalise the contents of the two metal sheds, create some
secure storage behind the pavilion (including inside the new mess building), and
probably remove the smaller metal shed, thereby opening up that area as a garden
with a better view of the site from the footpath.
It has become clear that only a certain proportion of our visitors enter the Cowley
Bridge building, mainly those of a more inquisitive nature. We have therefore
decided to move our merchandise into the Pavilion by the Buffer Stop Cafe where
people are more likely to browse, and where items can be sold by Buffer Stop Cafe
staff. The Cowley Bridge building will then be focused on the more technical displays
of railway signalling, geared to the more knowledgeable and expert railway
enthusiasts, and those who wish to explore the technical side more extensively.
This won’t be a rapid project and we don’t as yet have a target date for completion,
which could be several years away, but it does give us a new focus and indicates
how we continue to develop the site to the best of everyone’s advantage.
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Knowing me – Knowing you
Jamie Brooker
… as the Swedish pop band ABBA once sang, is our new feature which aims to give
you the chance to get up close and personal with our active volunteers (but not too
personal). To set an example I will be going first (and also it’s a day before
publishing so haven’t got time to ask anyone else).
I’m Jamie and I’ve been editing the
newsletter for a couple of years and
haven’t had any complaints yet, so you
must be enjoying it. As you’ll have
read earlier, I have recently taken on
the role of site manager so I’m looking
forward to making my mark with that.
I’m currently studying electronic
engineering at Portsmouth University
and I enjoy finding uses for my
interest in electronics at the Signal box (with help from my
father, Gavin Brooker) like the Oxted simulator, Romsey
automated simulator, colour light signals control circuit and I’m
currently working on mark II Romsey automated simulator.
As a child, I had an interest in trains but it wasn’t until I moved
to Andover that I discovered the secret life of a signalman when
we visited the signal box after seeing an advert for the Romsey Signal Box in the
local newspaper. After that, I was hooked. I always had the dream of driving a train,
but this was now joined by that of being a signalman.
However, as the years went on and I met Clive at the
Signal box I started taking an interest in the site works
and mechanics of the signalling and I feel it has given me
life skills that I may not have picked up had it not been
for the signal box.
Someday I’d love to train to be a signalman and volunteer
on a preserved line, but Romsey Signal Box will always
have a place in my heart. To look around the site and say
“I did that” or “I was a part of making that happen” is
what it’s all about for me and I look forward to learning
more and gaining more experience in the signalling world.
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S&T Report
Steve Hailes
Not a lot of changes to talk about at Romsey since the last S&T report was
published, but a lot of work has been going on behind the scenes. You may be
familiar with the expression "the job's not finished till the paperwork is done".
Between 2011 and 2014 we were able to introduce a number of additional working
exhibits, which were wired out using rough electrical wiring diagrams and the
details were filled out as we went along. Over the past couple of months I've finally
got round to documenting all these changes in the 60 pages of wiring diagrams that
show how the exhibits work. I've done the drawing work to update Mike Walshaw's
diagrams (which he re-drew from Chris Hack's originals around ten years ago) and
have been helped by Jamie who has investigated various questions on site and sent
photographs and details where necessary (thus saving me a round trip from
Leighton Buzzard!). The wiring diagrams have now been completely re-issued,
although some additional
investigations are required
which will result in further
changes to about ten of
them, which will be issued
over the summer.
Photo: That is the question…

Now that we have the three
additional colour light signals, the S&T dept.
have come up with a demonstration aspect
sequence showing how the signals would
operate realistically, both for a train going
along a main line and for a train entering (or
leaving) a siding. See other reports in this
magazine for the work being done to
refurbish the signals to make them ready to
be exhibited; and in parallel Jamie is using his
electronics expertise to produce a logic controller to drive these signals.
Photo: signal control circuit [Jamie Brooker]
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Another new development being planned is to connect lever 3 to its lever
lock so as to enforce the line clear release. We've resisted doing that up until now
as the demonstration team like to be able to let people pull 5, 3 & 4 (or 1, 2 & 3)
and see the signals in the demonstration area respond - but if lever 3 is connected
to the lever lock you need someone on the simulator to give the line clear release.
However, we plan to provide a locking override button on the end of the lever
frame so that demonstrations can be done if required whilst in normal operation
the line clear release is enforced.
The exhibit seems to be working reasonably reliably. Occasional lamp
changes are required in the colour light signal repeaters on the block bench, mainly
the red aspects that are normally lit - we are looking at introducing a small resistor
in the common return to reduce the brightness of these lamps, and thus hopefully
to extend their life. The other major problem remains the telephone concentrator,
where at present it isn't possible to get the speech path open when operating the
keys for the appropriate lines. We may have to concede that this is just a static
exhibit unless we can find a replacement.

Diary Dates
20th of August

AGM, 4.30-6pm. All members
welcome. Agenda to follow in due
course.

11th of September

Additional open day for “Heritage
Open Days”

17th of September

Second social event with date to be
announced. Please contact us for
more information. All members of
the signal box are invited to attend
an evening at the signal box with a
BBQ and open forum.

We open to the public between 12 noon and 4pm on our open days, however the site
is open for members from 9.30am onwards.
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Photo: Members relax at the end of the social evening [Jamie Brooker]

