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 01892 522143 (with answerphone: please leave message) 
 chairman@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 

Dick Hewett (President/Treasurer) 
 01794 500523 

 07743 942576 
 president@romseysignalbox.org.uk 
 42 Botley Road, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 5AP 

 

 

Neil Kearns (Membership Secretary) 

 02380 618167 
 membership@romseysignalbox.org.uk 
 38 Arundel Road, Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh, SO50 4PQ 

 

 

Jamie Brooker (Site Developments) 

 07740 345892 
 operations@romseysignalbox.org.uk 

 

 

Jamie Brooker (Newsletter Editor) 

 newsletter@romseysignalbox.org.uk 
 
 
 

Contributions of articles and photographs for the next edition are welcome, 

please forward them to the Newsletter Editor at the address above. 

 
If you have received a monochrome issue of The Signal but have access to 

email, please let us know so we can reduce printing costs. A full colour edition 

is available on the website. 
 

 

Cover Photo: The signal box from the sky [Sprat and Winkle line 
video] 
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Here we are again! All the latest news and updates from the signal box. In 

this edition we’ve got our second article introducing one of our active volunteers, the 

second part of our “remember when” series, the latest news on the next stage of 

developments and the usual array of reports. 
 

We are also saying some goodbyes to some of our younger members, Tom 

Reeves and Matthew Wolffsohn are heading off for new and exciting challenges. 

Matthew is heading to university in Cheltenham and Tom has taken up a weekend job 

that unfortunately means he will not have time to volunteer at the signal box. We wish 

them the very best in the next chapter of their lives and hopefully we’ll see them from 

time to time at various events/social trips and ultimately we’d love to see them return 

as regular volunteers. 
 

Now on with the newsletter. I hope you enjoy this edition and that you’ll find 

some time this year to pay us a visit in Romsey.  

 

CONTENTS 

Jamie Brooker 

Welcome from the editor 
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As always, there’s been a lot going on since the last The Signal. Where to 

start?!.... 

Well, bearing in mind that our primary purpose is as a visitor attraction, it’s 

good to note that our visitor numbers have remained healthy, as Dick reports 

elsewhere. What is especially pleasing is that our café, The Buffer Stop, has been a 

resounding success – popular with visitors and members alike, it has also proved to be 

a major revenue earner for us. Well done to Dave and Tom, and to Keith’s wife who 

kindly, together with Dave, supply many of the cakes. 

 

The redecorating of Romsey Signal Box has continued apace – like the Forth 

Bridge, though thankfully not quite as large, an almost never-ending job. Big thanks to 

Keith and Dave for keeping it looking really smart and, importantly, protecting the 

vulnerable wood from the notorious British weather. 

 

It’s clear now that Alan Johnston, who devoted 16 years of blood, sweat and 

tears to Cowley Bridge Junction, has been having withdrawal symptoms….he’s 

frequently come down to the site to help refine the automated simulator, so we can 

show how an authentic timetable used to operate. Fortunately, tech-savvy folks like 

Jamie can understand what’s going on ‘behind the scenes’ – just one example of how 

the diverse skills of our volunteers pull together to help us keep things going, and 

enhance the visitor experience. 

 

Meanwhile, your Committee has been busy pushing ahead with plans for a new 

(second) exhibition building, together with a mess hut for the volunteers. Dick and 

James have taken forward grant applications and planning permission, as Dick outlines 

in these pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Chatfield 

 

Chairman’s Report 
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Following on from Jamie’s appointment as Site Manager, we now welcome 

Adrian Birtles, who has kindly stepped forward to lead on a very important aspect of 

our operations: maintenance. Adrian has also been instrumental in picking up on the 

restoration of the signals – work that, regrettably, I had to indefinitely postpone since 

working with Clive Millward and Gavin Brooker up to 2012 (yes, that’s 5 years ago – 

time flies!) 

 

We’ve also been active regarding group visits to the site and, for our members, 

open forums and ‘socials’. Notably, we recently welcomed Mike Walshaw, who gave us 

a very interesting and informative presentation on signalling the Norton-Wareham 

extension to link the Swanage Railway with the main line. A stunning success that 

shows just what the determination and commitment of volunteers can achieve (with a 

headwind of support – and that all important asset, money - from local community 

organizations….) 

 

Which leads me nicely on to the sort of message you’ve heard many a time 

from me – but I make no excuse in saying it again: at the end of the day, what really 

counts is the priceless input of our volunteers. We’ve been so lucky in getting a high 

proportion of our members to be active volunteers, to the extent that the roster now 

regularly includes ‘reserves’. It wasn’t like that in 2002 or even 2012!! Once again, 

enjoy all the Romsey Signal Box has to offer – you’ve made it thus! – thank you all. 

 

Peter Chatfield 

 

 

We urge members to pay special attention to the important 

information at the bottom of page 11 
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Thank you to the 28 members who have already renewed their 2017/2018 

membership. This means that Dick can claim gift aid from the Inland Revenue as 
part of the 2016/17 tax year and get the money earlier. Looking back a few years, 

we had a maximum of 42 members in 2011/12 and that took most of the year to 
get all of the membership fees. 

 

Also, a reminder that membership fees are now due for the year starting 1st April 
2017. 

 
Membership is now £10 per year, with the only reduction being for under 16's who 

pay £5. 
Payment can be made by: 

 Cheque (Payable to Friends of Romsey Signal Box) posted to me at my 

address is shown Page 2 or handed over on an open day. 

 Cash handed to Dick or myself at an open day 

 Bank transfer to Sort Code 30-97-14, account 01037221, reference: 

YourName/"Subs". 
 

It does help if you send me a quick e-mail to say that you have renewed by 
bank transfer 

 

Photos: Volunteers at ‘work’ (Cowley Bridge, Paving, Painting) 

 

 
Neil Kearns 

Membership Report 
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We’ve had another good year at the signal box, we’re getting a steady 

stream of visitor with consistently average number of visitors. With our attention 

now turning to the visitors on an open day, we do have slightly less time to do jobs 

around the site and major tasks get taken 

on by our ‘Wednesday gang’. 

You may remember that last year 

we were removing the ballast from certain 

areas of the track ready for some sleeper 

replacements, well in August last year the 

Mid-hants railway P-way gang kindly 

donated a number of sleepers to us and 

more importantly gave up their time to come 

and install them for us. Installing sleepers is 

hard enough as it is, but when you only 

have tools from about 60 years ago (as is our situation) it becomes even harder. So 

when 8 strong men with all the right petrol driven equipment offer to help, we were 

extremely happy to say yes, otherwise we’d 

probably still be doing the job. 

They dropped the sleepers off one week 

and then the following week came back to do the 

work. As I mentioned above they had all the right 

jacks, screws, saws and petrol driven equipment 

(as used on the big railway) so they completed all 

the work in a day. We provided lunch in the form 

of burgers, sausages and bacon. We all seemed to 

enjoy the day and we had a good laugh with the 

guys from the Mid-hants railway. I’d like to say a 

big thanks to the team from the watercress line 

for all the time and effort they put into this. 

Photos: The mid-hants team at work [Jamie 

Brooker] 

Jamie Brooker 

Site Report 
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Work also progresses in preparation for our new education building that is 

planned to be built in the space behind the pavilion. Most of this is paper work and 

obtaining the planning permission (which has since been granted) but we have laid 

slabs for the mess hut that will be erected in the remaining space. We have also put 

in some grass and plants, that were going spare, to hopefully make a small garden 

in this area that the members can relax in to eat their lunch etc. We have also been 

offered two exciting exhibits that we plan to house in our new building but we will 

reveal more on this when we firm up the arrangements. 

Other work that’s been going on includes: 

 Completion of signal box exterior painting (but about to start all over again)  

 Clear-out in the large shed  

 Restoration of signal arms  

 Slabbing for picnic bench by buffer stops café 

 Continuation of colour light signal restoration 

 Restoration of level crossing gates 

 New merchandise area by café hatch 
 

We’ve also been 

quite successful with the 

number of group visits we’ve 

had this year. We had a 

coach party visit us which 

gave us the new challenge of 

dealing with such an intense 

number of visitors, a training 

session for new employees 

for the office of road and 

rail, a number of U3A visits 

and a visit from the Swindon 

Panel society (see later in 

newsletter). 

Photo: New merchandise 

display stand by café hatch [Jamie Brooker] 
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There’s always things to be getting on with though, we’ve got to give our 
volunteers something to do, so the ‘to-do’ list continues to have new things added 
to it:   
 

 Preparations for new building foundations 

 Renovation on pavilion veranda 

 Repainting of signalling pulleys and point cranks 

 General gardening work 

 Maintenance of all 3 of our buildings 
 

I’d like to once again give my thanks to all of the volunteers who have 
found time to come and help us on site this year, whether that be giving public 
demonstrations, helping with the gardens or anything in between. Extra thanks 
goes to those regular site workers in the Wednesday gang, Dave, Keith, Adrian, 
Colin and Alan who are generally at the signal box every week on a Wednesday  
(un-surprisingly). There would be less progress on the site if they didn’t give up 
their time in the week to help improve the site and keep things running.  
 

The signal box and grounds isn’t just a toy for people to come and play with 
(although it’s fun to operate), it’s a piece of history and must be sustained and kept 
alive. Oil applied to lubricate rodding and pulleys, the gardens kept pristine to give 
a pleasant appearance, likewise with the painting and woodwork. The electrics 
must be kept safe and up to date, the signalling equipment restored and 
maintained; most of this work needing to be done outside of an open day. We all 
acknowledge that heritage railways have much more work on their hands, but we 
have to keep good standards with significantly less resources. We have a small 
group dedicated to this and without them we would not be able to open on a 
regular basis. It’s an honour to work with these people, we have a good 
atmosphere on the site and I really hope that we’ll get to see and meet new 
volunteers getting involved this year. 
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I suppose the main thing to report is that Keith and I have finished painting the final 

side of the signal box.  This was perhaps the most time consuming side as it includes 
the staircase.  The problem now is that we need to start the whole process again 

from the first side.  The wooden construction of the box and its exposure to the 

elements means that the painting process is a constant battle.  The signal box is the 
reason we are there and so it must be 

properly maintained and kept looking 
good.  The good news is that having put a 

great deal of effort into getting this “run” 

right the next turn around should be a lot 
easier.  One of the problems is that the 

Bamboo colour is very prone to fading in 
the sun.  This means that the first two 

sides we did look a different colour now.  
Luckily the green isn’t as bad.  We plan on 

starting our “second run” very soon! 

 
I have been around doing the normal maintenance runs to keep things running 

smoothly.  With the box hopefully being not so time consuming I am hoping to be 
able to carry out some of the other tasks I had planned, such as stripping, painting 

and reassembling the pulley frames etc. 

 
The Buffer Stop café is still running well.  There are plans afoot which I hope are not 

too far into the future.  We are 
planning a new “Mess Hut” and a new 

building for interactive exhibits (more 
elsewhere no doubt).  This means 

that the café will be just that – a café.  

Volunteers will not need to eat their 
lunch or linger in the café because 

there is nowhere else to go.  At 
present this puts some members of 

the public off coming in, which is 

counter productive.   

 
Top Photo: Signal box repaint in progress [Jamie Brooker] 

Bottom Photo: Buffer stops Café’s new furniture [Jamie Brooker] 

 

David Trewern 

Maintenance Report 
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I have plans for the café area for the future.  Dick is moving the photographic 

exhibits into the Cowley Bridge building, which means the café will no longer be 
included on the guided tours, meaning less congestion in this small area.  The other 

exhibits will be moved elsewhere or rearranged to make more room or just to be 

better displayed.  We now have our new tables and chairs which look much more 
professional.  Some minor physical alterations will also need to be carried out, such 

as altering shelving etc.  We are getting some nice comments about the café and 
produce, which is encouraging. 

 
We are rapidly developing a Wednesday Club at the box.  I am normally there from 

about 8am, swiftly joined by Keith and then Adrian.  Colin often comes and Alan 

appears from across the car park.  We are normally doing different things but it’s 
amazing what gets done, especially as there is quite a bit of tea drinking and chat!  

It’s a great atmosphere with lots of friendly banter.  We occasionally interact with 
members of the passing public who show an interest, and who get a leaflet pressed 

into their hands. 

 
Well, where did I leave that paintbrush? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

After 12 years as Chairman, Peter Chatfield has decided it’s time to 

hand over the reins of the signal box and will not be standing for chairman 
in the August elections at our AGM. As I’m sure you will agree, he has done an 

excellent job of leading us forward in the preservation of the signal box and the site 
has changed so much in his time as chairman. I’d like to take this opportunity to 

thank Peter for all his time and effort and I am sure I speak for all the members 

when I say it’s been a pleasure working with you. 
 

This does mean the role of Chairman will become available in our August 
elections. As is always the case, any friend of the Romsey Signal box membership (18 

years and older) is able to stand for any of the committee roles but if you are 
considering putting yourself forward for chairman, I’d like to encourage you to 

contact me ASAP with your intentions. We will be asking candidates to write a brief 

statement to be sent out to all members so as to allow them to consider their 
options.  
 

Once again, thank you Peter for your many years of service! How have you 

put up with us for so long… 

Dick Hewett 

Committee news 
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“Remember when…” part 2 starts with Cowley Bridge Junction.  

Our first picture shows a Barnstaple branch train joining the main line over the single 

lead point work which was 

installed in the late 1960's. 

The signal box still shows 

faded brown and cream paint 

from the 1960's. If it looks 

hot and dry, well it was! The 

picture was taken in the 

abnormally hot and dry 

summer of 1976 and the 

river Exe behind the signal 

box was just a trickle. (A 

minister for drought had just 

been appointed and the weather broke a few days later.)   

At the time the 

Barnstaple branch only 

had a train every couple 

of hours with an 

irregular stopping 

pattern. With a limited 

stopping pattern and 

minor halts only served 

by a few trains, it now 

has an hourly service, 

even on Sundays. 

 

Here is another peak class loco on a Paignton to Newcastle summer Saturday 

additional service passing the Cowley Bridge Jn down home signal. 

Remember when… 

History Article Part 2 

Neil Kerns 
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I had intended cycling to Stoke Cannon and perhaps Hele and Bradninch to 

photograph the boxes, but it was just too hot and the main road was uncomfortably 

busy, so this was the result.  

Next is a view of a 

Peak class 

locomotive 

probably on a 

Paignton to East 

Midlands service 

passing the yard 

exit signals. This 

picture shows the 

silver paint used 

by the Western 

region for signal 

posts for many 

years and the red 

painted ball of the finials to signify they were home signals. Distant signals had 

yellow painted balls. The black boxes behind the signal posts above the signal pivots 

are the detection for position of the signal arm. 

Exeter Middle Box controlled the north end of Exeter St Davids station and supervised 

the crossing keeper for Red Cow Crossing. Within a few years of this picture being 

taken, the area had 

been signalled and the 

track work simplified. 

Red Cow Crossing still 

has a crossing keeper 

even with CCTV 

supervision from the 

nearby signalling centre 

as it takes so long to 

walk across the whole 

crossing. 
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Here we can see Crediton 

signal box, taken in August 

2016, and is the last 

surviving traditional signal 

box on Network Rail in 

Devon. No signalman key 

token is used to Eggesford, 

one train working to 

Okehampton - Dartmoor 

railway and single line 

tokenless block to Exeter 

signalling centre which 

supervises Cowley Bridge Jn. The frame was replaced in 1984 with an Individual 

Function Switch panel as part of the Exeter area re-signalling scheme. 

The structure dates from 1875, so is only a few years younger than Romsey.  Notice 

that it has retained the traditional weather board cladding  similar to Dunbridge, 

Dean and Wilton South/Medstead & Four Marks.  

To finish with something 

historic which has survived 

about 70 years of not 

matching "corporate image" or 

national standards for signs. 

Image 05687 shows tiles in 

GWR light stone and dark 

stone colours, or at least an 

attempt to match the colours. 

The Great Western Railway 

used tiling for signs during the 

1930's and this echo of Art Deco style still survives on the stairway at Exeter St 

Davids station. Other remains of GWR tiling are also visible at Bristol Temple Meads 

and Cardiff Central, but are less visible. 

The next dip into recent history will look at Exeter Central. 

(All photos in this section are thanks to Neil Kerns) 
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Open days and visitor numbers 

Continuing the pattern from 2016, we open on the first Sunday and third Saturday of 

each month with an inconsistent attendance from visitors but an enthusiastic 

attendance by volunteers!   

Visitor numbers have been very slightly down from the equivalent days last year, 

however what is interesting is to see the range of locations from which they come.  

Every gift aid form gives us valuable information in the post code, which shows that 

whilst quite a few of our visitors are extremely local, we also get visitors from far 

afield, including London, other parts of the south-east and even Wales and the 

Midlands.  Many are visiting the area anyway, but many make the journey especially 

- including one gentleman in April who had attended the model railway exhibition in 

early March and made a special trip down to see us for the day - from Norwich!  Very 

few of our visitors just happen upon us because they see the signs - most have 

picked up a leaflet from one of the many locations we now have them on display, or 

from the web or other publicity.  Many get to hear about us by from word of mouth 

from those who 

have been before.  

We consistently 

receive top marks 

on Tripadvisor and 

are 9th out of 20 

attractions in the 

Romsey area.  With 

more reviews we'd 

be higher! 

Image: Our 

Tripadvisor page 

 

Dick Hewett 

Relevant Information 
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Meanwhile our volunteer numbers remain high and it is very commendable of 

everyone who turns up to help staff the site on open days or to continue with useful 

practical work.  Out of a membership of some 60+, almost half are regular or 

occasional volunteers on the site - a fantastic proportion of which most volunteer 

organisations would be incredulous.  Indeed, it is necessary to roster staff so we are 

not totally over-run.  Having said that, I'm sure everyone who attends would agree 

that the social aspect of open days is just as important as the hosting of visitors: the 

days are always enjoyable almost regardless of how many visitors we have!  The 

cakes may have something to do with that.... 

This coming summer we have several extra open days.  The site will be open on the 

second Sunday of September for Heritage Open Days, with free entrance for 

everyone.  Earlier in July we shall be open on four days during the tri-annual Romsey 

Festival, with special interest each day.  Saturday 1st July sees us opening in 

association with a model railway exhibition in the town, whilst on Sunday 9th July we 

will form part of the La Ronde gardens tour around Romsey.  Finally, on the two 

regular Open Days in July (Sunday 2nd and Saturday 15th) we will host a special 

exhibition of railway art, with a display by local artists.  Visitors and volunteers will be 

invited to vote for their favourite picture with the winning artist receiving a box of 

Flack Manor 

Brewery's special 

Romsey Festival 

Brew 17: a box will 

also be given to the 

first voting form 

drawn out of the hat 

after voting finishes.  

Do come along and 

support this 

initiative, whether as 

a volunteer or as a 

visitor. 

 

Photo: Peter Willis painting of Romsey Station 
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Development of the site 

I have reported in previous editions on our plans for the site.  Progress is slowly 

being made towards acquiring our two new buildings.  An application for planning 

permission (which the local council confirmed would be needed for both) was 

submitted at the beginning of April and we are pleased to say we had a positive 

response giving us the go-ahead for the construction of the two proposed buildings. 

Meanwhile the simple base has been set out for the mess hut for volunteers.  We 

have received funding from our local County Councillor to purchase the shed for our 

mess. This has now been ordered and will hopefully be installed before the end of 

June 

As for the educational building, 

the Heritage Lottery Fund, to 

whom we plan to make 

another application once 

planning permission is granted, 

have advised us that we need 

to have a strong case on the 

educational benefits of any new 

structure.  To this end, we 

recently invited teachers from 

local primary and secondary 

schools to come and see what 

resources we had and how the 

signal box site could be used in their teaching.  All those who visited were extremely 

enthusiastic, and returned to their schools promoting us as a great resource for many 

of the subject areas the schools are required to cover, at all levels.  We have now 

requested some written comments from them which we can incorporate in our 

application.  It will take some months to get the plans together and the applications 

submitted for funding, so I don't anticipate any progress for the new educational 

building on the ground until 2018, but things are moving imperceptibly towards our 

goal! 

Photo: Start of the foundations for the members’ mess hut. [Jamie 

Brooker] 
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In January we hosted a visit for the Swindon Panel Society (SPS). For those of you 

who aren’t aware, the SPS are a group of volunteers who are in the process of 

preserving a British Railways Western Region “turn push” type signalling panel. They 

purchased the panel from Network rail 

back in 2013 and have since moved it 

from its signal box in Swindon to its 

new home at Didcot railway centre. 

The moving process involved removing 

all of the tiles that depict the track 

diagram and house the switches, 

buttons and lamps, disconnecting any 

reaming wires to Network rail’s 

interlocking and control relays, 

extracting the panel from the building, 

transporting it by road to Didcot, moving it into the railway centre (rail access only) 

and finally craning it into the new building at the railway centre. (I’ve made this 

sound like it was all an easy process but a lot more has gone on behind the scene) 

Once the panel was safe in the railway centre the volunteers could start to coax the 

panel back into life. This meant reinstalling all the tiles that were removed for the 

transport process, removing the 

excess wiring in the back of the 

panel, removing some of the more 

modern signalling arrangements and 

figuring out the un-recorded cable 

connections in the back of the panel. 

They are now in the process of 

designing a computer simulator to 

make the panel work as it did and 

connecting it up to the simulator.  

Top Photo: Panel being removed from the Network rail signal box 

Bottom Photo: Danny Scroggins removing the panel dominoes   

 

Jamie Brooker 

Swindon Panel Society Visit 
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Unlike Romsey where we 

acquired the mechanical 

interlocking that came with 

the lever frame, the SPS have 

not got the electrical relay 

interlocking that was 

connected to the panel (this 

would’ve taken up far too 

much room anyway as there 

were hundreds of relays). 

This means each switch, 

button and lamp has to be 

connected to a circuit board which then connects it to the computer simulator (again 

this all sounds so simple but it’s much more complicated as is the way things go)  

More information about their 

progress is available on their 

website: 

www.swindonpanel.org.uk 

Anyway, back to their visit to 

Romsey. They decided to visit us 

to see how we deal with visitors 

as the SPS are nearing the stage 

when they will need to plan how 

they will be addressing the public that visit the panel. They seemed to really enjoy 

looking around the site and hopefully they’ve picked up a few tips and tricks.  

Once the formalities of the day were done, we handed over the lever cloth and they 

were free to have a play with both Romsey and Cowley Bridge signal boxes. 

There was talk of further operating days at Romsey and likewise we plan to visit 

them once they are up and running. It is also planned we may visit them with the 

Cowley Bridge signal box display as it is intended to be portable. For anyone 

interested their grand opening of the panel will be the 23rd of June 2018 and you 

may see some familiar faces if you decide to pay a visit that day!  

Top Photo:  One of the bays of circuit boards (the only completed one) 

Bottom Photo: RSB’s Dick Hewett giving demonstrations to the SPS 

 

http://www.swindonpanel.org.uk/
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Photo: SPS members enjoy 

a cuppa’=> 

<=Photo: SPS 

members 

working Romsey  

 

Photo: SPS member James 

working Cowley Bridge=> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Jamie Brooker demonstrating Cowley Bridge 

(Photos with kind permission of the Swindon Panel Society) 
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… is our new feature which aims to give you the chance to get up close and 
personal with our active volunteers. Dave suggested this article so now it’s his turn: 

 

I am David Trewern, known as Dave at 
the signal box.  Born in 1952 in Exeter, of 
Cornish parents.  We moved to 
Southampton in 1960 for my father’s work.  
I had an ordinary education and worked 
for the National Health Service for 42 
years as an electrician, retiring in 2012.  
Married in 1977, we have a son, who was 
born in 1980. 
 

Because of my background my first love is 
GWR, therefore much friendly rivalry 
between myself and others at the signal box arises. 

 
I joined the signal box in 2010 and was promptly given the job of Maintenance 

Lead.  Since then I have taken on several additional tasks, not least of which was 
the restoration of the signal box paintwork, along with my long standing friend Keith 
Phillips.  It’s a bit like the Forth Bridge though!  Other jobs include fitting out and 
painting the inside of the Cowley Bridge building after construction, along with some 
help from none other than our chairman, Peter.  Naturally I put a lot of effort into 
the GWR end! 

 
It was agreed some time ago that we should be offering 

the public some refreshments.  I took on the job of 
setting it up, whilst liaising with Jamie.  This took some 
studying, form filling and inspections, but we now have a 
small café “The Buffer Stop” which has a five star hygiene 
certificate.  It also included home inspections, for myself 
and Keith’s wife Hazel, to be able to sell home baking.  
We too have five stars.  The café is doing well and helps 
towards much needed income.  Before the cafe could be 
inspected I did lots of preparatory work including fitting a 

new door, shelving and painting out. 
 
I love my time at the box and hope to continue for a long time. 
 

David Trewern 

Knowing me – Knowing you 
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At first sight, much of the S&T activity over the Winter period might seem 
largely cosmetic but, in fact, it is work that is essential to the long-term 
preservation of our historic artefacts and for their smart presentation to the 
public. Needless to say, Winter weather has slowed progress, but in any 
case, although this is not exactly a “Forth Bridge” job, there are months 
more of this work ahead for our small team. Doing this job has revealed a 
number of interesting sidelights which are mentioned below; these may be 
familiar to some RSB members, but perhaps not to all. 

 

Colin (Feist) has made a good start in stripping what is probably a 
century’s-worth of old paint from the lattice post of Distant Signal No4. This 
is laborious, repetitive hard graft but an essential preliminary to repainting. 
Our lattice signal posts are London & South Western Railway standard items 
manufactured by Mackenzie & Holland (who also supplied them to the 
GNSR): they are what is known as “Invisible Lattice” because the lattice 
strips between the corner uprights are placed edge-on to the usual 
viewpoint, making them appear to vanish at any distance; this gives a 
strong, elegant and relatively lightweight structure. Lattice posts used by 
most other railway companies were of the “Flat Lattice” type, with the lattice 
strips flat-on to the normal view. Both forms of lattice are the devil to paint! 
An example of the way that railways’ standard designs were often 
perpetuated for decades, Grouping and Nationalisation notwithstanding, is 
that the cast iron top cap for the post of No 3 has a BR(S) casting mark – 
evidently a replacement quite late-on in this 19th Century signal’s main-line 
career. 

I am working my way through repainting the signal arms, some of which 
were in a very sorry state. There was some debate about what shades of red 
and yellow to use for the faces of the arms; in the end, we went for 
“Hammerite” red and yellow which, fortuitously, are good matches to the 
enamel colours used by British Railways, as well as being a good type of 
paint for this application. We decided to follow Southern Railway and BR(S) 
standard practice in painting all spectacle plates all-over mid-grey (although 
there were some changes to this in later BR days).  

 

Adrian Birtles 

S&T Report 
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“Signal Arms” are actually comprised of two separate pieces; the heavy 
pressed-steel spectacle plate, to which are riveted the casting which fits the 
pivot on the signal post and the steel angle which engages with a sprung 
buffer on the signal post to ensure that the arm is horizontal when “ON”; 
and the arm proper which is pressed from much lighter-gauge steel plate 
and bolts onto the spectacle plate. 

 

All our UQ spectacle plates are to the SR standard design originally 
intended to be fitted with corrugated steel arms; none carry any 
manufacturing marks and are obviously of varying ages, the newer ones 
probably being of BR manufacture (illustrating again the way in which old 
standard designs were perpetuated). The spectacle plate of the LQ signal by 
the ground frame is naturally of a different and much heavier design; 
obviously of GWR type, it gives no clues to its age. 

 

All but one of our signal arms are of 
BR manufacture and carry BR marks. 
The exception is an arm to the SR’s 
original standard for UQ signals; this is 
pressed from heavier-gauge plate than 
the later pattern to form lengthwise 
corrugations for stiffness and no flanges. 
The condition of this arm suggests that 
it was never stoved but always painted. 
There are two holes drilled in it towards 
its outer end, which suggest that it may 
have carried “Calling-on”, “Shunt-ahead” 
or “Goods Line” symbols at some stage 
in its career. This arm is a rarity which 
deserves careful preservation. 

 

Dave Trewern has also replaced the timbers on one of the signal 
platforms, necessary for safe access to the operating mechanism. Amongst 
this work, the opportunity was taken to repaint the SR cast iron “Beware of 
Trains” notice and the BR-era cut-out-metal speed restriction signs. 

 

Photo: Signals looking smart with repainted arms and special plates 

[Jamie Brooker]  
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Regular open days: 
 

Sunday 4th June Saturday 17th June  

Sunday 2nd July Saturday 15th July  

Sunday 6th August Saturday 19th August  (followed by AGM) 

Sunday 3rd September Saturday 16th September  

Sunday 1st October Saturday 21st October  

Sunday 5th November Saturday 18th November  

Sunday 3rd December ------------  

 

We’re open to the public between 12:00 and 16:00, however the site is 
open for members from 9.30 onwards. 

 

Romsey Festival Events: 
 

1st of July Opening in association with the model railway 
exhibition in Romsey (11:30 - 16:30) 

2nd of July Extended regular Open Day with exhibition of 
railway art (10:00 – 16:00) 

9th of July Opening in association with the La Ronde gardens 
tour around Romsey (12:00-18:00) 

15th of July Regular open day with exhibition of railway art 
(12:00 – 16:00) 

  

Addition open days: 
 

10th September Open in association with Heritage open 
days. Free entry, open 12:00 – 16:00 

 

Other important Dates for members of the signal box: 
 

19th of August AGM (16:30-1800).  Election of new chairman! All 
members welcome.  Agenda to follow. 

 

Diary Dates 



 
 
 

Photo: Members enjoying fish and chips after an enjoyable evening at the RSB social [Jamie Brooker] 

 


