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From the Editor….
Welcome to the May edition of the newsletter.
As I write, we are now on the ‘roadmap’ of relaxation of the Covid restrictions. Whilst, perhaps,
not a stairway to heaven, we can hopefully look forward to a new stairway to a Signal Box in the
near future – see our Chairman’s report and Planned Open Days below. We also have two
exciting events coming up – the July open days in connection with Romsey Festival, and
September’s Heritage Open Days – so we hope that the Signal Box site will, once again, be
buzzing with visitors and activity.
You should now have received details of the Friends’ AGM, to be held via Zoom, and the agenda
(see Chairman’s report). We very much look forward to seeing as many members as possible at
this meeting, as we progress towards our planned events for the Summer and early Autumn.
Members will be saddened by the loss of Peter Jordan. He was devoted to the project of saving
and restoring Exeter West Signal Box which, despite a number of challenges, was ultimately
successful and an inspiration to all those who are passionate about preserving heritage railway
signal boxes and signalling. We commemorate Peter by way of our obituary below.
On the subject of heritage railway/transport and similar attractions away from Romsey, we
thought members might be interested to know about the planned reopening of places to visit,
which we report on below.
As usual, Neil gives us an update on membership matters.
Last, but definitely not least(!), in the special Supplement to this newsletter, Alan Johnston
concludes his account of Cowley Bridge Junction, and in doing so hints at just how much blood,
sweat and tears were shed to complete the masterpiece that is our miniature signal box. It
absolutely was worth it, Alan!
Best wishes to you all and hope to see you at the Signal Box site soon….
Peter Chatfield, Newsletter Editor

Update and News from the Chairman
Jamie Brooker writes:
Hand sanitiser at the ready, we’re ready to open! Yes, it’s the news you’ve all been waiting for –
it’s time, once again, to open the signal box.
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It’s been a tough year which none of us saw coming, but we’ve been very fortunate to be able to
remain shut without the pressure of reopening to keep money coming in. However, it goes
without saying that we are really looking forward to being able to welcome back the visiting
pubic. The situation will much the same as our Autumn 2020 opening with relevant precautions
in place, but we know our volunteers will be able to safely deliver the usual high standard of
visitor experience.
We will be following all appropriate government guidelines and we request that all visitors prebook to avoid disappointment on open days. Any members wishing to visit who are not rostered
for open day duties should also get in touch before travelling to Romsey.
Before we open, the signal box is getting some much-needed TLC. The stairs which give access to
the signal box have been showing their age lately and a project is underway to replace them (as
per the drawings on the front cover). This will see the start of a series of works to ensure the
signal box is kept looking its best by addressing some of the other fundamental woodwork and
brick work issues that have developed over the years.
We are also getting ready for our AGM on the 22nd May. Members should have received notice
of this and the accompanying document. If anyone is having any issues, then please get in touch.
This meeting will be held over Zoom and will commence at 14:00.
I look forward to seeing our members at the AGM or maybe even visiting the signal box on one
of our open days and hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter.
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Stair Repair
Back in 2019, it became apparent that the stairs up to the signal box were starting to show signs
of aging. The wooden set of stairs were constructed in 2005 and have lasted us well. The main
cause of decay: rot! The lower end of the stairs sit on a concrete plinth on which water collects
and is soaked up by the lower supports. This prolonged exposure to excess moisture has resulted
in permanent damage affecting the integrity of the stairs.
As soon as the problem was noticed, we swiftly installed re-enforcing timber to ensure
continued safe access to the signal box while a longer-term plan was formed. On further
inspection, rot was founder further up the staircase, which led our team to the conclusion that
the stairs were life expired and needed a full replacement. This was reported to the Romsey and
District Buildings Preservation Trust (owners of the signal box) as soon as all the information was
available, and the go ahead was subsequently given for us to fund a replacement set of stairs.
Since the initial discovery, we have been undertaking regular inspections of the structure to
ensure the staircase continues to be safe to use, although we have been fortunate that our
reduced opening has minimised use of the stairs.
The master drawing for the replacement stairs can be seen on the front cover of the newsletter.
The design has been developed by James Laffeaty, and Poole-based joinery company Haroys will
be manufacturing and installing the stairs, which will be made of acoya, at the signal box. We
are now delighted to say that everything is finally falling into place and work will be starting
shortly to remove the old stairs. We were hoping to get this done prior to our reopening to the
public, however it will be a few more weeks before they are ready.
We know this investment will ensure public access to the signal box long into the future and will
also please our team of dedicated volunteers. Many long hours are spent repainting the signal
box and keeping it looking its best. The new timber/metal construction will significantly reduce
the effort required to keep the high quality, pristine look that is so well maintained by our
excellent volunteers. I’d like to say a special thanks to Adrian who has used his experience and
skills to advise us on the best course of action, and has also been responsible for undertaking the
regular inspection of the stairs.
If you’re interested in painting, decorating or woodwork and enjoy a friendly working
atmosphere, we’re sure you’ll fit right in with our team! If you feel you could spare a few hours
or are interested in getting involved, then please get in touch:
chairmain@romseysignalbox.org.uk
We hope to provide you with some photos of our new stairs in the next edition of the
newsletter. Be sure to book in for a visit once we reopen, and see what other work is taking
place at Romsey Signal Box.
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Obituary: Peter Jordan
Peter Chatfield writes – with memories from
Alan Johnston:
Peter Jordan, one of the giants of the
heritage railway signalling scene, has sadly
passed away. He will be remembered
especially for his long history of
involvement with the project to save Exeter
West Signal Box. This magnificently
restored 131 lever GWR box which is now a
working museum at the Crewe Heritage
Centre is a tribute to Peter and a small
group of dedicated volunteers.

Peter at Romsey, summer 1995, with Dick Hewett

In recent years, Peter moved to the Isle of Man and, on doing so, kindly gave us the model of
Cowley Bridge Junction box which we now have on display. The Friends had planned to join a
signalling gala in Crewe during 2020 in which our Cowley Bridge miniature signal box was to have
been on display. We look forward to the time when Cowley Bridge can be ‘re-united’ with a ‘real’
Exeter box….
Exeter West offers a different experience to Romsey, providing visitors with a “fly on the wall”
experience of being in a busy GWR signal box in its heyday. Because of this, I think many of us
will remember his dedication and achievement as a key mover in saving and restoring a major
signal box to a very high level of authenticity.
Alan Johnston shares his own memories: “I knew Peter from about 1976 when I first went to the
Severn Valley Railway and he was a signalman, guard and S&T department member. The S&T
department of the SVR used to assemble displays of signalling equipment to show at the open
days that were held to fundraise from the start of the SVR’s activities. Since these had to be put
together and taken down, the idea came about of saving a closing signal box, and making it
possible to show to the public and explain signalling operations. Much like Romsey of course! I
do not know if it was purely Peter’s idea or a combined effort from a few of the S&T department,
but when it was discussed further it was decided that it should probably be a GWR box to create
the most interest, and it should be sizeable for the same reason and to allow room for
demonstrations. A timber structure was also preferred for easier recovery and
rebuilding. Exeter West seemed the ideal candidate, its only drawback being that its location
was not so accessible. However, ultimately because of good co-operation from the BR people at
Exeter, it all worked out well.
I got involved with the Exeter West Group although I was at that time still living in Scotland. My
electrical, electronic and computer experience put me at the heart of that side of things, but I
was also involved with negotiations at Exeter and Bristol. Peter and I became good friends and,
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as well as frequent trips to the Exeter area, Peter also came to Scotland so we could do some
signal box visiting a bit further afield for him.
When I first knew him, Peter was working as a school teacher, but some years afterwards he left
the teaching profession and set up his own business based on one of his other passions –
clocks. I remember when I stayed with him in Birmingham his bedroom was infested with all
manner of clocks around the walls, all ticking away and I wondered how he could possibly sleep but he was used to it. Peter rented premises in Bournville village near to his home and ran his
clock repair business there for a few years. He also got involved with the Bournville Carillon
group, as instruments of that kind also interested him, though he was not a musician. Years later
when we used to visit Cornwall, we would always try to make a visit to Paul Corrin’s “Magnificent
Music Machines” to see and hear the organs, player pianos and other instruments in the
collection. Like anything Peter was interested in, he read up avidly on the subject and soon was
a fund of knowledge about Compton and Wurlitzer organs.
As a “steam buff” Peter decided after one of our visits to a steam museum near Okehampton
that he wanted to get involved with “live steam” again, and ended up buying an Aveling and
Porter steam road roller called “Billy Boy.” Unfortunately, having never learned to drive, it was a
two-man job on the footplate as he had to have someone with a license with him, but he was
able to do the driving, a somewhat bizarre twist in the road traffic license regulations that Peter
took up with his M.P. at some length – a man on a mission as always!
After finally retiring from his clock business, Peter concentrated on the Exeter West project’s
continuing development and work on his steam roller. Peter, the late Bob Davies and I did a trip
to the Isle of Man and Peter was greatly taken with the island and ended up moving there.
Peter’s mother died when he was quite young and before I met him, but I did meet his father on
several occasions as Peter and his brother Chris lived with him, initially in Moseley, Birmingham
and then in Bournville. After his father died, Peter and his brother continued to live there
sharing the house until they sold up and Peter moved to the Isle of Man.”
There is currently a tribute to Peter on
the Crewe Heritage Centre site
www.crewehc.co.uk

Interior of the preserved Exeter West Signal
Box at Crewe (Flickr)
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Reopening Heritage Railways and Other Groups of Interest
Members will be aware that a number of heritage railway/transport and similar attractions are
now open again. Some of the main attractions that may be of interest to members are listed
below. Those who are able to get out and about as the restrictions ease, vaccine take up
increases, and the prevalence of Covid 19 remains relatively low, may wish to rekindle their
interest in the active heritage railway scene after a long period of forced inactivity.
We advise that members should check organisations' websites for the latest information, but
this is intended as an overview of the attractions likely to be reopening - together with a note of
some organisations that don't currently have reopening plans.
Heritage groups have worked hard to maximise the safety of visitors. But it must be
acknowledged that some attractions simply cannot achieve adequate safe visiting regarding
Covid, eg where site spaces are too small or confined. Also, we acknowledge that people with
certain health conditions may still be ‘shielding’ until the risks are further reduced; we would like
to express our best wishes for any members unable to get out at the moment, and hope that the
situation improves further as soon as possible.
Information from organisations’ websites as at 7th May 2021:

St Albans South Signal Box
Signal Box and site assessed as unable to conform to social distancing requirements. ‘We are still
unable to announce a reopening date.’
www.tlr.ltd.uk/sigbox

Swindon Panel / Didcot Railway Centre
Didcot Railway Centre open. Swindon Panel: ‘The earliest we can expect to reopen is 17 th May’.
www.didcotrailwaycentre.org

The restored Swindon Panel (BR Western Region) at Didcot Railway Centre (Swindonpanel.org.uk)
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Exeter West Signal Box / Crewe Heritage Centre
Reopening Saturday 3rd July 2021.
www.crewehc.co.uk

Princes Risborough North Signal Box
‘Hopefully the box will be open again in 2021.’
www.risboroughbox.org.uk

Bideford Railway Heritage Centre & Instow Signal Box
‘We will announce on this webpage when we intend to reopen.’
www.bidefordrailway.co.uk

Brading Signal Box / Brading Station Heritage Exhibition & Visitor Centre
Unable to find up to date information via the web.

Brading Station, Isle of Wight, with Heritage Exhibition & Visitor Centre, including Brading Signal Box
(LSWR) (Flickr)

Crawley Signal Box
‘Open days suspended.’
www.crawley.cyng.org.uk/SignalBox

Watercress Line (Mid-Hants Railway)
Open.
www.watercressline.org.uk
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Mid-Hants Railway looking south from Medstead & Four Marks (Flickr)

Swanage Railway
Open.
www.swanagerailway.co.uk

The iconic view north from Corfe Castle Station (swanagerailway.co.uk)

Severn Valley Railway
Open.
www.svr.co.uk

Epping-Ongar Railway
‘Services resume from [Saturday] 22nd May.’
www.eorailway.co.uk
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Bluebell Railway
‘Reopening date Thursday 20th May.’ This includes the museum at Sheffield Park station,
except Withyam Gate Box (demo box) will be closed until the restrictions are fully lifted due to
the confined space.
www.bluebell-railway.com

Moors Valley Railway (narrow gauge)
Open.
www.moorsvalleyrailway.co.uk

Friends of King Alfred Buses
‘We envisage a very substantial event as part of Winchester Heritage Open Days on Saturday and
Sunday 11th and 12th September 2021.’
www.kingalfredbuses.org.uk

Vintage single decker on the move (kingalfredbuses.org)

Romsey & District Railway Modellers’ Society
Plan to hold an exhibition on 3rd July as part of the Romsey Festival (see Diary dates below).
‘We have also decided to plan for an exhibition in 2022.’
www.rdrms.com
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Membership Report
Neil Kearns, Membership Secretary, writes:
Thank you to all the members who have renewed their membership. Also, welcome to the six
new members who have recently joined the Friends.
We have (at 4th May) fifty members paid-up. If you are one of the 25 members who have not
renewed your membership yet, we will be happy to receive your renewal by cheque, bank
transfer or even by cash when we reopen in June.
As a reminder, membership remains at £10 per year, with the only reduction being for under
18's who pay £5.
Payment can be made by electronic bank transfer to:
Sort Code 30-97-14
Account 01037221
with reference "Your Surname/Initials/Subs".
Can you please e-mail me and Dick to say that you have renewed by bank transfer.
Alternatively, by cheque posted to my address:
38 Arundel Road, Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh, Hants, SO50 4PQ.
The external circumstances this year seem to have changed how people have paid. The majority
of members have used bank transfer or standing orders for their payment. Only six members
paid by cash or cheque. We are still happy to accept cheques or cash. (But only Swiss Francs or
Canadian Dollars as non-sterling currency!)

Signals reflect the ‘stop/start’ of 2020-2021. Here’s hoping for all clear in the not-too-distant future….
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Open Days and Dates for your Diary 2021
Covid19: The Signal Box has been closed to visitors, in line with the national lockdown
restrictions. However we are planning to reopen from 6th June. Updates with the latest
information will be published on our website: romseysignalbox.org.uk.
Our advertised programme of open days is as follows; our Covid pre-booking system will apply
until further notice:

Planned Open Days
June

Sunday 6th; Saturday 19th

July

Saturday 3rd; Sunday 4th; Sunday 11th; Saturday 17th – all in
connection with the Romsey Festival 2021 (see below)

August

Sunday 1st; Saturday 21st

September

Sunday 5th; Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th (Heritage Open Days
weekend – free admission both days)

October

Sunday 3rd; Saturday 16th

November

Sunday 7th; Saturday 20th

December
2021

Sunday 5th

Our Open Days in July are in association with the Romsey Festival, postponed from 2020. There
will be a Children’s Rail Trail, starting from the signal box, each day; a Model railway exhibition is
planned for 3rd July; and on 11th July we shall be part of the La Ronde Romsey Gardens circuit.
Contributions of articles and photographs for the next edition are welcome, please forward them
to the Newsletter Editor at: info@romseysignalbox.org.uk
(Please note that copyright may apply to some photographs if sourced via the internet.
If you submit photos taken by someone other than yourself, please kindly check with
them if they wish their name to be credited to the photo.)
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